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State of Maine
Office of the Secretary of State 
Augusta, Maine  04333


                     
Dear Fellow Citizen,

The information in this booklet is intended to help voters learn about the questions that will appear on the November 4, 2025 Referendum Election ballot. Referendum elections are an important part of public participation in Maine.  

Inside this booklet, you will find:

w the referendum questions;
w the legislation each question represents;
w a summary of the intent and content of the legislation; 
w an explanation of the significance of a “yes” or “no” vote;
w an estimate of the fiscal impact of each referendum question on state revenues, appropriations and allocations; and
w public comments filed in support of or in opposition to each ballot measure.

For information about how and where to vote, please contact your local Municipal Clerk or call Maine’s Division of Elections at 207-624-7650. Information is also available online at www.maine.gov/sos.

The Department of the Secretary of State, the Attorney General and the Office of Fiscal and Program Review have worked together to prepare this booklet of information, and we hope you find it helpful.

Sincerely,

[image: A picture containing text, clipart

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Shenna Bellows
Secretary of State

    




    State of Maine
Referendum Election, November 4, 2025

Listing of Referendum Questions

Question 1: Citizen Initiative

[bookmark: _Hlk206510998]Do you want to change Maine election laws to eliminate two days of absentee voting, prohibit requests for absentee ballots by phone or family members, end ongoing absentee voter status for seniors and people with disabilities, ban prepaid postage on absentee ballot return envelopes, limit the number of drop boxes, require voters to show certain photo ID before voting, and make other changes to our elections?

Question 2: Citizen Initiative

Do you want to allow courts to temporarily prohibit a person from having dangerous weapons if law enforcement, family, or household members show that the person poses a significant danger of causing physical injury to themselves or others?


























Question 1:  Citizen Initiative

Do you want to change Maine election laws to eliminate two days of absentee voting, prohibit requests for absentee ballots by phone or family members, end ongoing absentee voter status for seniors and people with disabilities, ban prepaid postage on absentee ballot return envelopes, limit the number of drop boxes, require voters to show certain photo ID before voting, and make other changes to our elections?



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §671, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2019, c. 371, §20, is further amended to read: 
1.  Name announced.  A voter who wishes to vote must present photographic identification and state the voter's name and residence address to an election clerk, who shall announce the name in a loud, clear voice.  If the voter's stated residence address is different from the residence address listed on the incoming voting list, the voter must be directed to complete an updated voter registration application before voting. 
Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §671, sub-§9 is enacted to read: 
9.  Challenged ballots for voters without photographic identification.  The following provisions govern voters who do not present photographic identification pursuant to subsection 1. 
A.  If a voter does not have or is unable to present photographic identification to an election clerk, an election official shall challenge the voter's right to vote under section 673 and the voter may cast a ballot pursuant to section 673. 
B.  Notwithstanding section 673, for a challenged ballot to be eligible to be counted when it is cast by an individual who does not have photographic identification because the individual has a religious objection to being photographed, the individual must complete an affidavit of religious objection.  An election official shall attach the affidavit to the individual's challenged ballot envelope.  If the individual does not complete the affidavit at the time of casting the challenged ballot, the individual may appear before the registrar within 4 days after the date of the election and complete the affidavit. 
(1)  The Secretary of State shall prescribe the form of the affidavit of religious objection, which must be substantially as follows: 
"Affidavit of Religious Objection 
I, …………………………………………. (first and last name of individual), declare under penalty of unsworn falsification that I do not have photographic identification because I have a sincere religious objection to being photographed. 
The last 4 digits of my Social Security number are:……………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
(Signature of individual) 
WHOEVER COMMITS UNSWORN FALSIFICATION COMMITS A CLASS D CRIME." 
(2)  Upon receiving a completed affidavit of religious objection, the registrar shall transmit the information in the affidavit to the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State shall consult the database of the Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles to determine whether the Secretary of State issued a currently unexpired photographic identification to the individual and shall notify the registrar of the result.  
(3)  An affidavit of religious objection is not valid if the last 4 digits of the individual's social security number as provided on the affidavit are different from the last 4 digits of the individual's social security number in the statewide voter registration database or if the Secretary of State has issued a currently unexpired photographic identification to the individual. 
C.  Notwithstanding section 673 and except as provided under paragraph B, for a challenged ballot to be eligible to be counted when it is cast by an individual who does not have or is unable to present photographic identification to the election clerk, the individual who cast that ballot, within 4 days after the date of the election, must appear before the registrar and present photographic identification. 
Sec. 3.  21-A MRSA §671, sub-§10 is enacted to read: 
10.  Provision of free nondriver identification cards for photographic identification.  Notwithstanding Title 29-A, section 1410, the Secretary of State may not impose a fee for the issuance of a nondriver identification card when an individual does not have a valid Maine driver's license and will be at least 18 years of age by the next general, municipal or special election. The Secretary of State shall establish procedures through rulemaking for the issuance of nondriver identification cards pursuant to this subsection. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are major substantive rules under Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 
Sec. 4.  21-A MRSA §671, sub-§11 is enacted to read: 
11.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 
A. "Driver's license" means a license or permit issued by the Secretary of State under Title 29-A, chapter 11 that authorizes an individual to operate a motor vehicle. "Driver's license" includes a driver's license, commercial driver's license, restricted license, motorcycle operator's license or learner's permit.  
B. "Interim identification form" means a document issued by the Secretary of State to an applicant for a driver's license or nondriver identification card that contains all of the information otherwise found on the license or card and that an applicant may use as a form of identification until the physical license or card arrives in the mail. 
C. "Nondriver identification card" means a card issued by the Secretary of State under Title 29-A, section 1410.  
D. "Photographic identification" means one of the following documents that includes the individual's name and photograph and is not expired: 
(1) A Maine driver's license, Maine nondriver identification card or Maine interim identification form; 
(2) A United States passport or United States passport card; or 
(3) A United States military identification card, Maine National Guard identification card or United States Department of Veterans Affairs identification card. 
Sec. 5.  21-A MRSA §673, sub-§1, ¶A, as corrected by RR 2011, c. 2, §21, is amended by amending subparagraph (8) to read:  
(8)  Communicated with someone as prohibited by section 754‑A, subsection 1, paragraph B or subsection 3, paragraph B or D; 
Sec. 6.  21-A MRSA §673, sub-§1, ¶A, as corrected by RR 2011, c. 2, §21, is amended by amending subparagraph (11) to read: 
(11)  Committed any other specified violation of this Title; or 
Sec. 7.  21-A MRSA §673, sub-§1, ¶A, as corrected by RR 2011, c. 2, §21, is amended by amending subparagraph (12) to read: 
(12)  Voted using the wrong ballot for the appropriate electoral district or political party, if applicable.; 
Sec. 8.  21-A MRSA §673, sub-§1, ¶A as corrected by RR 2011, c. 2, §21, is amended by enacting a new subparagraph (13) to read: 
(13)  Did not present photographic identification, as defined in section 671, subsection 11, paragraph D; 
Sec. 9.  21-A MRSA §673, sub-§1, ¶A as corrected by RR 2011, c. 2, §21, is amended by enacting a new subparagraph (14) to read: 
(14)  Submitted an absentee ballot with a signature that does not correspond with the person's registration signature; or 
Sec. 10.  21-A MRSA §673, sub-§1, ¶A as corrected by RR 2011, c. 2, §21, is amended by enacting a new subparagraph (15) to read: 
(15)  Submitted an absentee ballot without the identification required under section 754-A, subsection 1-A. 
Sec. 11.  21-A MRSA §752-B, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 273, §12, is amended to read: 
2.  Secured drop boxes authorized.  A municipality may obtain and install a secured drop box that meets the requirements of this section.  The secured drop box may be used by voters who are authorized to return absentee ballots in a secured drop box pursuant to section 754‑A, subsection 1 1-A, paragraph D C. 
Sec. 12.  21-A MRSA §752-B, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 273, §12, is amended to read: 
3.  Location and number of secured drop boxes.  The secured drop box must be located outside the municipal office building or the building where in-person absentee voting takes place before an election of the registrar, on the property on which the office of the registrar is located.  If the secured drop box is positioned within or against an outside wall of the municipal office building, it must be bolted or otherwise securely fastened to the wall or to the deck or landing to prevent its removal by an unauthorized person.  Otherwise, the secured drop box must be securely affixed to a post that is sunk into the ground, affixed to a post that is set into a concrete pad or bolted or otherwise securely affixed to a platform or other structure in a manner that prevents removal of the drop box by an unauthorized person. 
A municipality may seek approval from the Secretary of State to obtain and install an additional secured drop box or boxes at other locations within the municipality by certifying to the Secretary of State at least 90 days before the election that the additional secured drop box or boxes meet all of the requirements of this section, other than the requirement that the secured drop box be located outside of the municipal office building or the building where in-person absentee voting takes place before an election have only one secured drop box. 
Sec. 13.  21-A MRSA §752-B, sub-§7, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 273, §12, is amended to read: 
7.  Use and access during absentee voting period.  The secured drop box must be used only for the return of absentee ballots and not for the deposit of other municipal office filings during the absentee voting period.  During the absentee voting period, only the municipal clerk or designees bipartisan team of election officials under subsection 8 may possess the key to the secured drop box or have access to the contents of the secured collection box.  If items other than returned absentee ballots are deposited in the secured drop box during the absentee voting period, the municipal clerk or designees bipartisan team of election officials shall deliver those items to the appropriate municipal official. 
Sec. 14.  21-A MRSA §752-B, sub-§8, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 273, §12, is amended to read: 
8.  Periodic retrieval of ballots.  During the absentee voting period, the municipal clerk or a team of 2 people designated by the clerk a bipartisan team of election officials shall periodically remove absentee ballots from each secured drop box and deliver the absentee ballots to the clerk's office to be stored in a secure manner.  At a minimum, absentee ballots must be removed from each secured drop box by the clerk or team of 2 designees bipartisan team of election officials: 
A.  At least once on each day that the clerk's office is open during the absentee voting period; 
B.  At all additional times necessary to ensure that additional absentee ballots deposited in the secured drop box fit within the secured collection box and are not accessible to unauthorized persons; and 
C.  At 8 p.m. on election day.   
The identity of the persons who remove the absentee ballots from each secured drop box and the date and time that the absentee ballots are removed must be recorded on a form designed by the Secretary of State and initialed or signed by the clerk or team of 2 designees bipartisan team of election officials who removed the absentee ballots. 
Sec. 15.  21-A MRSA §752-B, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 273, §12, is amended to read: 
9.  Locking of secured drop boxes when polls close.  The municipal clerk or team of 2 designees bipartisan team of election officials under subsection 8 shall lock the secured drop box at 8 p.m. on election day to prevent the deposit of additional absentee ballots in the secured drop box. 
Sec. 16.  21-A MRSA §753-A, sub-§3, as amended by PL 2021, c. 273, §13, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__235df117_5228_4f88_bd7b][bookmark: _LINE__1_64337bf6_3870_4f9f_b070_e9c46cf][bookmark: _PAR__1_2cb23b7e_ebef_4bea_88e4_7696e67b][bookmark: _PAGE__5_bd6969db_36c4_47d0_86dc_f60d270][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__df333404_33ed_46e9_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f04fae15_3130_4c20_955][bookmark: _LINE__2_8e065bf9_400b_4fcd_aedb_88c374a][bookmark: _LINE__3_be59a7b9_19b2_4828_819f_4fc6db2][bookmark: _LINE__4_e9f07f96_422c_40f5_859e_5a77ac1]3.  Request for absentee ballot.  Except as otherwise provided in chapter 3, subchapters 2 and 3 and in section 780, a voter desiring an absentee ballot for an election shall deliver a written application for that ballot, either in person or by mail, to the registrar of the municipality in which the voter's voting residence is located.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__70dc2a20_1c33_4927_a4f4][bookmark: _LINE__5_92a2d260_af24_4213_afe1_7979ef1][bookmark: _PAR__2_96bcdfc6_efd7_4ec7_8258_c6f0de98][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2d5f7404_fef6_428e_b0b0_acea][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d29ed99a_e6cd_4585_b34][bookmark: _LINE__6_9ec44a9c_b8c4_4ee7_9db2_19bdc21]A.  Except as otherwise permitted under section 780, the application must be on a form prescribed by the Secretary of State and must contain all of the following:
[bookmark: _LINE__7_a3fad554_48d7_4db9_bbc1_a276a17][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__cb1659ea_ac29_4e88_82a5_dc2][bookmark: _PAR__3_b7e7165e_4b38_4a04_94ad_db375525][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ee9c91e6_b83f_4d2e_b80f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__325273ee_7719_4770_92e](1) The voter's name;

[bookmark: _LINE__8_774388c2_8e21_4392_adba_802b7db][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e3a5c631_3f28_4946_b807_f2c][bookmark: _PAR__4_aa93fc4f_9521_46f1_aa0f_ee824b08][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__708c810a_3c8d_4aa0_b407][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__430601b2_8e5a_4681_bd8](2) The voter's signature;

[bookmark: _LINE__9_3eef3594_6c30_4268_943f_a71d3ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__6cd28c2d_8cc1_455e_baf4_b30][bookmark: _PAR__5_789acaed_f89a_4cbd_af17_f5c2624d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b2977ae7_45ba_4173_a4dc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c83ad3c4_9ab4_42cd_8a4](3) The address at which the voter is registered to vote;

[bookmark: _LINE__10_89327401_f178_4e46_90d1_c378b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e43637bf_cfb3_4199_9fb9_715][bookmark: _PAR__6_621d3e0d_503f_43c7_bb07_4464d602][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__863785da_8297_4ec7_94e7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5ebae184_9987_4c80_949](4) The voter's date of birth;

[bookmark: _LINE__11_98a83ba5_01a1_4c25_b598_da3f59][bookmark: _PAR__7_977e33b3_f9b8_4c35_8002_c07caf75][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e492d173_7c44_4029_8112_b85][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__726468a8_4871_4f75_b39b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__87a6198e_0842_474f_ae2](5) One of the following:
[bookmark: _LINE__12_900e753d_6327_4c88_a780_8b4b81][bookmark: _STATUTE_D__7bb18ff2_90d4_4be9_8257_d870][bookmark: _PAR__8_ce971088_993c_4a43_84f6_522a87f4][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b395776c_1c29_404d_85bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6d4d0aff_7efe_4e88_921][bookmark: _LINE__13_4f26a9c2_9b0d_4a09_bebf_960888](a) The voter's Maine driver's license or nondriver identification card number; or
[bookmark: _LINE__14_4502faf3_cad3_42b1_b45a_c7c3d4][bookmark: _STATUTE_D__b5b9231c_be68_4c48_91a7_0c10][bookmark: _PAR__9_d0ad2555_00dc_4a2a_841e_22023ea8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2ed8ba6e_79fb_4f12_afac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1f56a780_d91c_44bd_a77][bookmark: _LINE__15_42c513a5_b5e1_40a5_b52a_f509bf](b) A copy of the voter's photographic identification as defined in section 671, subsection 11, paragraph D;

[bookmark: _LINE__16_2ab6080c_49a1_4950_91de_b14ba8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7b4d43b8_1b4c_4ecc_b224_85e][bookmark: _PAR__10_76f5ef1b_7def_4b47_822f_edd27b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fa66c7b1_b96b_496c_9532][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5a94d1d0_f362_4650_894](6) A statement identifying the election for which an absentee ballot is requested;

[bookmark: _LINE__17_9cd1b995_b383_45d2_b2ce_a0e2a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__bde44a17_3dcb_4a28_8dbc_249][bookmark: _PAR__11_a69ced03_48f8_4742_83d6_6274316][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ceb5bb0b_0339_4e84_b44b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__733cb71c_6737_433e_bf2](7) A statement that the person requesting the absentee ballot is a voter;

[bookmark: _LINE__18_6a1878ee_cb23_4c77_aed1_61ffd4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__689cdf20_ebab_40d1_8ebf_3df][bookmark: _PAR__12_e9961a74_dc4b_49fe_a98e_f79eb7b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__20c28ede_18bc_4316_a07a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d97de2de_0c16_48d8_b1c][bookmark: _LINE__19_a79891dc_669e_43ab_84c7_f6341a](8) If the request is for an absentee ballot for a primary election, the voter's party affiliation; and

[bookmark: _LINE__20_9b7a8b3b_e6ad_4c8b_aee4_9b4adc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__8cebdaa8_8d19_4297_b6e1_277][bookmark: _PAR__13_1859a390_3b19_4f72_bd5b_cf7f990][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2cf6efc1_f704_49d8_961d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f8d375f8_c30b_47fc_91e][bookmark: _LINE__21_2a0a2b69_7f43_4da9_a61a_cdf638](9) If the voter desires an absentee ballot to be mailed to the voter, the address to which that absentee ballot must be mailed.

[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5b61b964_f31d_42f6_b290][bookmark: _LINE__22_adbdc98a_7bc8_483d_abfc_e8e475][bookmark: _PAR__14_cf4b49a9_88db_47b7_b060_9ed03cf][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__506720e5_6268_4980_8a97_93a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2b7cebbe_35e9_4426_a14][bookmark: _LINE__23_b8fbb57a_30fa_493b_9ade_ae4901][bookmark: _LINE__24_70a28e42_b1ba_4acd_b009_a98f52]B. If the voter needs assistance pursuant to subsection 5, the following information, in addition to the information required in paragraph A, must be provided in order for the application or written request to be accepted by the clerk:

[bookmark: _LINE__25_7758fdc4_2f4f_4d3f_986a_275939][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7e357dea_f642_4f49_b8cf_cee][bookmark: _PAR__15_22017014_bba2_4649_93e7_f41fdff][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fa1489c3_0d29_433d_a382][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ba6ef8a5_eedd_45fc_b55](1) The printed name and signature of the person who helped the voter; and 

[bookmark: _LINE__26_510b27c5_513a_4ed9_8e1a_3cccb4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__d7a20193_7fcf_466f_8aa5_a8e][bookmark: _PAR__16_d4382689_ab50_43b9_96b4_af031a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4650f6b5_9495_467d_a223][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a0b89d50_aae2_4794_873][bookmark: _LINE__27_c986c2a6_8146_4f63_af6d_11199a](2) A statement that the aide helped the voter by either reading or signing the application, or both.

[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5b1ddf95_e7fd_49cc_bf90][bookmark: _LINE__28_ffd71cf9_baff_4b33_91a4_5efb12][bookmark: _PAR__17_9329eee9_85b4_4775_8165_656be98][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__defc4b03_0091_40ce_9e3a_a241][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f41b3b44_eaae_4284_864][bookmark: _LINE__29_c180a8d9_0741_44c9_867e_cf5282][bookmark: _LINE__30_6ade8c8d_3b47_4a09_9ec6_e795ff]C. If the voter wishes to have the ballot delivered or returned by a 3rd person, the following information, in addition to the information required in paragraph A, must be provided in order for the application or written request to be accepted by the clerk:

[bookmark: _LINE__31_f23e208e_831e_4234_bebe_aed760][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__1f1d3816_a93f_46f7_95e7_690][bookmark: _PAR__18_ab2dd836_61c1_43ec_8aca_daf0dcc][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dccc0aec_f7a1_4038_a935][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7f2093bf_5f5b_4801_8fd][bookmark: _LINE__32_54c213a4_6612_4774_8cfd_08ecf1](1) The name of the 3rd person whom the voter has designated. A 3rd person may only be designated in an application or written request that is signed by the voter.

[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5fa5dcb8_876d_488a_a738][bookmark: _LINE__33_d25abcac_ff7e_4e9f_9a59_038d7e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__55852b27_dde9_46c5_a3af_c4dd][bookmark: _PAR__19_3598fd5e_9e91_45e0_9ac9_0a897cc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1e03f9ec_b85e_4e25_a61][bookmark: _LINE__34_3c100d24_8bb3_45db_b3dd_f107f7][bookmark: _LINE__35_2e61f5b1_f291_4ff9_86fb_a8b303][bookmark: _LINE__36_2f264311_ce84_4b72_b7db_a08dc1][bookmark: _LINE__37_f003f2b0_5316_481c_99b3_ed901c]D. Notwithstanding paragraph A, if a voter is certified by the Secretary of State as a program participant in the Address Confidentiality Program, as described in Title 5, section 90‑B and Title 21‑A, section 753‑C, that voter may provide the voter's program participant designated address instead of the address at which the voter is registered to vote.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__35329f3b_7299_41e5_8830][bookmark: _LINE__38_5a42ea85_c65e_4253_a9e4_8dde30][bookmark: _PAR__20_c126af6b_b86a_4fbd_878d_2ddf6c9][bookmark: _LINE__39_557a4490_236c_4942_ba19_8096d0][bookmark: _LINE__40_8add7037_e359_488a_a990_0b0a97][bookmark: _LINE__1_2174e92f_b158_4162_925a_d0fe578][bookmark: _LINE__2_377b6e19_566d_48a0_96d0_e2fc46e][bookmark: _LINE__3_cd5bc8a5_3e45_43dc_a8f1_26effd6]E. An application to receive an absentee ballot must be delivered to the registrar not earlier than the first day of January of the year of the election for which the absentee ballot is requested or not earlier than 90 days before the day of the election at which the absentee ballot is to be cast, whichever is earlier, and not later than the close of business on the 7th day before the day of the election at which the absentee ballot is to be cast. 
F. The Secretary of State shall adopt rules to implement this subsection.  Rules adopted pursuant to this paragraph are major substantive rules under Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2A. 
Sec. 17.  21-A MRSA §753-A, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2003, c. 447, §29, is repealed. 
Sec. 18.  21-A MRSA §753-A, sub-§6, as amended by PL 2021, c. 273, §14, is further amended to read: 
6.  Application by electronic means.  A municipal clerk shall accept absentee ballot applications by the electronic means authorized by the Secretary of State.    The Secretary of State shall design or approve the form of the absentee ballot application to be submitted by electronic means, and the form must require all of the information required under subsection 3. 
A voter may make an application for the voter's own ballot by electronic means using the form designed or approved by the Secretary of State.  The voter may not designate an immediate family member or a 3rd person to deliver the ballot on the voter's behalf.  An electronic application must be accepted by the clerk if it contains the voter’s name, the voter’s date of birth, the voter’s residence address or other address sufficient to identify the voter and, if applicable, a different address to which the applicant requests the ballot be sent or delivered all of the information required under subsection 3.  The clerk shall verify that it is the voter who is requesting the ballot by confirming the voter's residence address and, date of birth and identification information provided under subsection 3, paragraph A, subparagraph (5) with the information in the voter's record.  The clerk shall print the electronically submitted application and write "electronic request" on the application. 
Sec. 19.  21-A MRSA §753-A, sub-§8, as amended by PL 2023, c. 304, Pt. A, §24 and affected by §§37 and 39 and amended by c. 404, §1 and affected by §2, is repealed. 
Sec. 20.  21-A MRSA §753-B, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2021, c. 398, Pt. UUUU, §5 and affected by PL 2023, c. 304, Pt. A, §37, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 
1.  Issuance of absentee ballots.  If a clerk receives an application for an absentee ballot that does not contain all of the required information or is not submitted on an appropriate form, the clerk promptly shall notify the applicant of the additional information required to be provided by the applicant to complete that application, direct the applicant to use an appropriate form, or both, as applicable. 
A. Upon receipt by the clerk of an application for an absentee ballot that contains all of the required information and is submitted on an appropriate form, as provided by section 753-A, the clerk, if the clerk finds that the applicant is a voter, shall deliver to the applicant in person or mail directly to the applicant by special delivery mail, air mail or regular mail, an absentee ballot. The clerk shall deliver or mail with the absentee ballot an unsealed identification envelope upon the face of which must be printed a form substantially as follows:  
"Identification Envelope Statement of Voter 
I, ………………………………. (Name of voter), declare under penalty of unsworn falsification that the within ballot or ballots contained no voting marks of any kind when I received them, and I caused the ballot or ballots to be marked, enclosed in the identification envelope, and sealed in that envelope. 
My voting residence in Maine is 
………………………………………………………………………………… 
(Street and Number, if any, or Rural Route and Number) 
of ……………………………………….. (City, Town, or Township), Maine. 
If I have a confidential voter registration record, I am providing my program participant designated address instead of my residence address: ……………………………… 
The primary election ballots, if any, within this envelope are primary election ballots of the …………………. Party. 
Ballots contained within this envelope are to be voted at the ………… (general, special, or primary) election to be held on the …………………………………. day of ………………………………, ……. 
My date of birth is …………………. (Month and Day), ……………. (Year). 
(Voter must provide one of the following:) 
My Maine driver's license or nondriver identification card number is …………………… (Driver's license or nondriver identification card number). 
………. In lieu of providing a driver's license or nondriver identification card number, I am enclosing a copy of my photographic identification in the return envelope in which this identification envelope will be mailed. 
I hereby declare, under penalty of unsworn falsification, that the statements above are true, as I verily believe. 
………………………………….. 
(Signature of Voter) 
WHOEVER COMMITS UNSWORN FALSIFICATION COMMITS A CLASS D CRIME." 
B. The clerk shall mail with the absentee ballot and the unsealed identification envelope an unsealed return envelope upon the face of which must be printed the address of the clerk. In the upper left corner on the face of the return envelope, several blank lines must be printed upon which the voter may write the voter's name and return address. The return envelope must be of such size that the identification envelope can be placed within it for returning the identification envelope to the clerk. 
A public office, or public official or employee who is acting in an official capacity, may not prepay the return postage for an absentee ballot. 
Except as otherwise provided in this subsection and in section 672, an election official may not fill out any portion of an identification envelope statement of a voter or an absentee ballot on behalf of a voter. A clerk may preprint only a voter's name and address on an identification envelope statement of a voter before mailing an absentee ballot to a voter, except that if the voter is certified by the Secretary of State as a program participant in the Address Confidentiality Program pursuant to Title 5, section 90‑B, the clerk may not preprint the voter's address on the identification envelope statement of the voter. 
The Secretary of State may adopt rules to implement this subsection.  Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are major substantive rules under Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 
Sec. 21.  21-A MRSA §754-A, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2019, c. 371, §36, is repealed. 
Sec. 22.  21-A MRSA §754-A, sub-§1-A is enacted to read: 
1-A.  Ballot delivered to voter.  The following provisions govern the receipt and return of an absentee ballot. 
A.  When a voter receives an absentee ballot pursuant to the voter's application or request, the voter shall, before placing any marks on the ballot, note whether there are any voting marks on it. If there are any voting marks, the ballot must be returned immediately to the clerk; otherwise, the voter shall cause the ballot to be marked, folded in a manner that the stub on it and the indorsement and facsimile signature of the registrar on the back of it are visible, and placed and sealed within the identification envelope received from the clerk for that purpose. Then, the voter shall cause the statement of the voter on the outside of the identification envelope to be completed and signed, under penalty of unsworn falsification, as provided in Title 17-A, section 453. The voter shall provide one of the following: 
(1) The voter's Maine driver's license or nondriver identification card number on the statement of the voter on the identification envelope; or 
(2) A copy of the voter's photographic identification as defined in section 671, subsection 11, paragraph D in the return envelope with the identification envelope. 
B. The voter may mail the identification envelope to the clerk in the return envelope, the voter may personally deliver it to the clerk or an immediate family member may personally deliver it to the clerk. The return envelope must be returned by no other person, in no other manner, and to no other location, except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, paragraph F. 
C. If the clerk maintains multiple offices in the municipality, the clerk may designate any of its offices for the return of absentee ballots under this subsection, as long as the clerk designates only one office to which absentee ballots must be returned under this section. The clerk may place not more than one secured drop box outside the office of the clerk, on the property on which the office of the clerk is located, for the purpose of receiving absentee ballots under this section.  For purposes of this paragraph, "secured drop box" has the same meaning as in section 752-B, subsection 1, paragraph B. 
Sec. 23.  21-A MRSA §754-A, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1999, c. 645, §7, is repealed. 
Sec. 24.  21-A MRSA §754-A, sub-§2-A is enacted to read:  
2-A.  Timely delivery of absentee ballots.  All envelopes containing marked absentee ballots must be delivered to the clerk not later than the close of the polls on the day of an election. As provided in section 755, an absentee ballot must be delivered to the clerk at any time before the polls are closed in order for the absentee ballot to be valid.  
A. The Secretary of State may adopt rules to implement this subsection.  Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are major substantive rules under Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 
Sec. 25.  21-A MRSA §754-A, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1999, c. 645, §7, is further amended to read: 
3.  Assistance in reading or marking ballot.  A voter who is unable to read or mark the ballot because of the voter's physical disability, illiteracy or religious faith must vote according to the procedures in this subsection instead of the procedures in subsection 1 1-A or 2. 
A.  A voter who needs assistance may request another person, other than the voter's employer or agent of that employer or officer or agent of the voter's union, to assist the voter in reading or marking the ballot. 
B.  The voter or the aide must mark the ballot in the presence of one of the following witnesses:  Notary public, clerk of a municipality, clerk of courts or another individual. 
C.  The voter or the aide, before marking the ballot, must show it to the witness who must examine it to be certain it is unmarked. 
D.  While the voter or the aide is marking the ballot, there may be no communication between the voter and any individual, other than the aide who must mark the ballot as the voter indicates, as to the person or question for which the voter is to vote. 
E.  The voter or the aide must mark the ballot according to section 691 or 692 so that it is impossible for anyone else present to see how the voter voted, then seal the ballot in its return envelope.  The voter, or the aide at the voter's request, shall complete and sign the affidavit in the presence of the witness, who shall sign the witness certification.  The aide must complete and sign the certification for aides on the outside of the envelope. 
F.  The voter or the aide must then complete the address on the envelope and mail or deliver it personally or by the 3rd person who was designated in the application to the clerk of the municipality of which the voter is a resident.  The voter must send a completed voter registration or absentee ballot application, if necessary, in a separate envelope. 
Sec. 26.  21-A MRSA §756-A, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 273, §23, is amended to read: 
4.  Aide or witness certification incomplete.  If an aide-executed affidavit or aide or witness certification on a return envelope that is required under section 754‑A, subsection 1, paragraph C, subsection 2, paragraph C or subsection 3, paragraph E is unsigned, incomplete or improperly completed, the following procedures apply. 
A.  The voter may contact the voter's aide or witness and request that the aide or witness cure the defect by appearing in person at the clerk's office and properly completing the affidavit or witness certification.  If the aide or witness corrects the affidavit or witness certification as provided in this paragraph before the deadline for returning absentee ballots under section 755, the clerk shall accept the absentee ballot without challenge. 
B.  The voter may cure the defect by telephone by self-identifying by name, date of birth and residence address, confirming that the voter requested an absentee ballot and explaining whether a 3rd person other than the voter's immediate family member delivered or returned the absentee ballot or whether the voter received the assistance of an aide as described in section 754‑A, subsection 3 in reading, marking or placing the ballot in the return envelope.  If the voter provides the information required by this paragraph, by telephone, before the deadline for returning absentee ballots under section 755, the clerk shall accept the ballot but challenge it pursuant to section 673, subsection 1. 
C.  If the voter does not cure the defect under the procedures in paragraph A or B before the deadline for returning absentee ballots under section 755, the clerk shall reject the ballot in accordance with section 759, subsection 3. 
Sec. 27.  21-A MRSA §759, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2021, c. 273, §24, is further amended to read: 
2.  Accepted if correct.  If the warden finds that the affidavit and the aide and witness certification, if required, are properly completed, that the clerk has verified that the signature on the envelope matches the signature on the application or that the voter confirmed that the voter personally signed the return envelope pursuant to section 756‑A, subsection 2 when applicable, that the voter is registered and enrolled when necessary and that it contains the voter's Maine driver's license or nondriver identification card number or a copy of the voter's photographic identification, the warden shall then examine the incoming voting list to determine whether the voter voted in person at the election.  The warden shall then announce the name of each absentee voter who has not voted at the election and remove each ballot from its envelope without destroying the envelope or unfolding the ballot.  After having an election clerk from a political party different from that of the warden mark the letters "AV" beside the name of each absentee voter on the incoming voting lists and place a check mark or horizontal line in red ink on the list beside the voter's name, the warden shall accept the ballot. 
Sec. 28.  Effective date. This Act takes effect January 1, 2026. 



SUMMARY 
This initiated bill requires the presentation of photographic identification for in-person and absentee voting. Acceptable forms of photographic identification include an unexpired Maine driver's license, nondriver identification card, interim identification form issued by the Secretary of State, United States passport or United States passport card, United States military identification card, Maine National Guard identification card and United States Department of Veterans Affairs identification card. The bill directs the Secretary of State to provide free nondriver identification cards for photographic identification. The bill allows voters without photographic identification to complete a challenged ballot and within 4 days after the date of the election appear before the registrar of voters and present photographic identification. The bill also provides an exception for voters with religious objections to being photographed.  The bill removes provisions of law that allow voters to make telephone applications for absentee ballots and that allow voters to automatically receive absentee ballots for each election without submitting a separate request for each election.  It also provides that a municipality may have only one secured drop box for the return of absentee ballots. 

Intent and Content
Prepared by the Office of the Attorney General
Question 1:  Citizen Initiative
This citizen-initiated bill is intended to require voters to show one of several permitted forms of government-issued photographic identification when voting in person and to change absentee voting procedures to impose new requirements and restrictions.
The proposed law, if approved, would make the following substantive changes to Maine’s voting laws:
In-person identification requirement.  The proposed law would require a voter checking in at the voting place on election day to present one of several types of photo identification.  Specifically, a voter would need to show a Maine driver’s license, nondriver identification card, or interim identification card, a U.S. passport or passport card, or one of three types of military identification.  A voter unable to show proper identification would be allowed to cast a ballot, but the ballot would not be counted unless the voter presents the required identification documents to their municipal registrar within four days of the election or submits an affidavit of religious objection.
No-cost identification cards.  The proposed law would require the Secretary of State to issue no-cost nondriver identification cards to eligible voters who lack driver’s licenses.
New ballot challenge provisions.  The proposed law would allow voters in the same municipality to challenge a voter’s in-person or absentee ballot for alleged failure to comply with identification requirements or for an alleged non-matching signature on their absentee ballot envelope.
Drop box restrictions.  The proposed law would change requirements for absentee drop boxes in several ways:
·  It would require drop boxes to be located outside the office of the       municipal registrar and on the same property.  Current law allows drop boxes to be located outside the municipal office building or the building where in-person absentee voting takes place.  
· It would limit municipalities to a single drop box, eliminating the ability of municipalities to request permission from the Secretary of State to install additional drop boxes.  
· It would require drop boxes to be maintained and serviced by bipartisan   teams of election officials.  Current law allows drop boxes to be maintained by the municipal clerk or a team of two of the clerk’s designees.
Revised absentee ballot application.  The proposed law would require voters completing a request for an absentee ballot to provide additional information on the application, including their Maine driver’s license or nondriver identification card number or a photocopy of another form of permissible identification.  The new requirements would apply to both paper and online requests.  The municipal clerk would have to notify the applicant if their application is missing required information or is not on an appropriate form and cannot process the application unless any such defects are corrected.
Restrictions on family members.  The proposed law would repeal the law allowing for a voter’s immediate family member to request an absentee ballot on behalf of the voter.  The proposed law would also repeal the law allowing an immediate family member to return a voter’s absentee ballot by mail.  An immediate family member could still personally deliver a voter’s absentee ballot to the clerk.
New deadlines for requesting absentee ballots.  The proposed law would require an application for an absentee ballot to be delivered to the municipal registrar no later than the close of business on the seventh day before the election.  The proposed law would also require an application to be submitted no earlier than the first of the year in which the applicable election occurs or 90 days before the election, whichever is earlier.  Existing law has no deadlines for submitting absentee ballot applications but bars issuance of absentee ballots after the third business day before election day unless the voter has certain special circumstances
Telephone requests prohibited.  The proposed law would repeal the law allowing voters to request absentee ballots by telephone.
Ongoing absentee voter program ended.  Current law allows voters who are seniors or people with disabilities to request ongoing absentee voter status.  Voters with this status are automatically mailed absentee ballots without having to file a separate application for each election.  The program is scheduled to expand on December 31, 2025, to all voters who ask to participate.  The proposed law would end the program.
New absentee ballot identification envelope.  The proposed law would require voters returning absentee ballots to seal them in an “identification envelope” that would be issued along with the ballot and the return envelope.  The voter would have to complete a form printed on the outside of the identification envelope under penalty of unsworn falsification.  Information required by the form would include the voter’s driver’s license or nondriver identification card number or a photocopy of permitted photo identification, and identification of the election in which the ballot is being cast.  Election officials would be forbidden from pre-printing any responses on the form, except that a municipal clerk could, in most cases, preprint the voter’s name and address.
Prepayment of postage banned.  The proposed law would ban election officials from prepaying return postage for an absentee ballot.
Third-person rules repealed.  The proposed law repeals procedures governing voting when a ballot is delivered or returned by a third person.
New rulemaking authority.  The proposed law grants the Secretary of State authority to adopt rules regulating issuance of no-cost identification cards, and the requesting, issuing, and delivering of absentee ballots.
A “YES” vote is to enact the initiated legislation.  
A “NO” vote opposes the initiated legislation.


Fiscal Impact Statement
Prepared by the Office of Fiscal and Program Review

This citizen initiative requires the presentation of photographic identification for in-person and absentee voting and specifies the various forms of photographic identification that are acceptable. The requirement that the Secretary of State provide free nondriver photographic identification cards will eliminate Highway fund revenue by an estimated $29,149 annually from the nondriver ID cards currently being sold for $5 each. The Secretary of State has indicated that the increased demand for free cards will require a General Fund appropriation of $635,000 and a Highway Fund allocation of $676,332 in fiscal year 2025-26 for a total of $1,311,332 to implement a voter photographic identification process. Costs include $600,000 for a TV and media campaign to inform the public, $206,096 for the production of cards, $35,000 for envelopes and shipping, $217,415 for technology, $61,829 for postage and $46,378 for office furniture, utilities and miscellaneous office costs. Two customer service representatives are estimated to cost $144,614 annually. The ongoing costs after the first year are projected to be $156,112 annually.




Public Comments 

Public Comment in Support of Question 1

Comment submitted by:
Alex Titcomb 
Voter ID for ME BQC
PO Box 31
Richmond, ME 04357


Every Mainer deserves strong, secure, and trustworthy elections. The YES on 1 Voter ID citizens’ initiative delivers that security by requiring photo identification for both in-person voting and absentee voting, treating every ballot by the same fair standard.

Importantly, absentee voting remains FULLY available. Every registered Maine voter may still vote absentee, for any reason, just as they can now, by requesting a ballot in-person, online, or via mail in request form. The process remains open and accessible to seniors, people with disabilities, students, working families, service members, and ALL others who choose to vote from home. Yes on 1 implements a popular common-sense safeguard: voters will be required to show ID when voting, whether in person or by absentee ballot.

Showing ID is a simple and common-sense requirement Mainers already have in our daily life, whether cashing a check, boarding a plane, or picking up a package. Voting, our most important civic duty, should be held to that same standard of security. To guarantee full access to all, Yes on 1 also requires the State to provide a FREE photo ID to any voter who needs one.

By applying the same rules to both in-person and absentee voting, Yes on 1 strengthens election integrity, protects every legitimate ballot, and ensures confidence in Maine’s democratic process. It preserves convenience while closing loopholes, giving voters the peace of mind that their voice will be heard and their vote will count.

This November, let’s make Maine’s elections stronger, fairer, and more secure. Vote YES on 1 and make Maine the 37th state with Voter ID.

To learn more, visit VoterIDforME.com.
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Public Comments in Opposition of Question 1

Comment submitted by:
Anna Kellar 
League of Women Voters
PO Box 18187
Portland, ME 04112

Voting rights are under attack in Maine.

Question 1 will make it harder for people across the state to vote – especially older Mainers, Mainers with disabilities and Mainers who live in rural areas or who work long, unpredictable hours at their job.

The ballot question takes away local control and undermines the state’s successful absentee voting process. Absentee balloting is widely used in Maine, with 45% of all ballots cast absentee in November 2024. 

Rigorous research shows that the changes proposed by Question 1 would dismantle absentee voting that nearly half of Mainers know and rely on.

Every registered voter in Maine – regardless of whether they are a Republican, Independent or Democrat – deserves the right to have their voice heard through the state’s safe and secure election process.

The president of the Maine Town and City Clerks Association, the people who oversee the state’s elections, said that Question 1 isn’t needed.

“It will hurt those that normally vote through absentee ballots, especially those that are homebound or have limited or unreliable transportation,” Dwayne Young said. 

Question 1 is wrong for Maine. Elections here are already safe and secure. This ballot question makes it harder for registered voters to participate in elections and ties the hands of town clerks.

Vote “no” on Question 1 and save absentee voting in Maine.
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Public Comments in Opposition of Question 1

Comment submitted by:
Kim Moody, Executive Director
Disability Rights Maine
160 Capital Street, Suite 4
Augusta, ME 04330

This November, Disability Rights Maine urges Mainers to vote NO on Question 1. Every Mainer, regardless of political party, age, or where they live, has the right to vote. This ballot measure is a direct attack on that right, and it will adversely impact people with disabilities, older Mainers, rural voters and voters without transportation.

Attacking absentee voting is unnecessary, harmful, and undermines our state’s long-standing tradition of secure and accessible elections. Nearly half of Mainers used absentee voting in the last election. For many, it is not just convenient, it is essential for their participation in Maine’s elections. 

If this initiative passes, disabled Mainers who rely upon absentee voting, will lose it. The window for early absentee voting will shrink by two days. It would prevent voters from calling their town clerk to request a ballot. Secure ballot drop boxes will be limited to one in each town, making it harder for rural voters and people with mobility challenges to return their ballots. It will stop towns from including return postage, even if taxpayers vote to fund it. 

To put it simply, this measure dismantles a system that has long ensured that disabled voters voices are heard.

Mainers are proud of our high voter turnout and secure elections. We should be working to protect and expand voting access, not weaken it. By voting NO on Question 1, you are defending the right of every Mainer to participate fully in our democracy.
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Question 2: Citizen Initiative

Do you want to allow courts to temporarily prohibit a person from having dangerous weapons if law enforcement, family, or household members show that the person poses a significant danger of causing physical injury to themselves or others?


[bookmark: _LINE__1_b0d5ca59_4fab_4c8a_b14e_9af44cf][bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__fcab435d_9c99_41af_b1f][bookmark: _PAR__1_8ec00dbb_f326_4d7e_82c4_6da71e8d][bookmark: _PAGE__1_a261bc43_ba6c_48d8_8fe6_16da3aa][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__909573d7_0ccf_4547_93c5_5164a][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__71dbe2e2_2a88_48b9_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _LINE__2_077628ca_efd8_4b9d_930a_b744d80][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__82149114_3569_446b][bookmark: _PAR__2_47b3f80a_ef8f_4ba5_b9d8_2d8c7b35][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__45725aff_5b51_4418_881a_0][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__2475eeb8_54c8_45b8_88][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a1a0fa3f_2da9_4b79]Sec. 1.  15 MRSA §393, sub-§1, ¶E-3 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f56c0134_f883_45f4_a425][bookmark: _LINE__3_3eeec9d2_c9d4_48ae_8a56_f9aea2e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e1327168_64b3_46fd_9203_c3c0][bookmark: _PAR__3_82ce4224_1023_4988_9948_99a26210][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2810c955_1a42_44ff_95][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0e835551_6763_4887_ae5][bookmark: _LINE__4_df99b8be_6f65_460f_b95c_35c3652][bookmark: _LINE__5_44db3d62_3e71_4f49_bf12_a42434d][bookmark: _LINE__6_ae3d6fca_fea8_48cc_946a_03f28e4]E-3.  Is currently the subject of an extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to Title 25, section 2244 or an emergency extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to Title 25, section 2245, except that the prohibition applies to possession and control, not ownership.  Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime;
[bookmark: _LINE__7_34a61b3c_4b4a_4ef8_af20_139c2d8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__07f034ef_ab31_4403][bookmark: _PAR__4_b656f01c_2200_4691_8068_30c2e7b7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d0ab6ff8_16f1_444d_a8f4_d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__90dcc58a_ca58_4e6f]Sec. 2.  15 MRSA §1023, sub-§4, ¶B-2 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__815e0b49_8861_44cb_826c][bookmark: _LINE__8_14887af6_9910_49b5_b360_53ab47f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__70a5cb2d_6153_495d_a1e6_d33b][bookmark: _PAR__5_589420e1_bc36_4fb5_bd41_8503d27b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__885780ef_ea03_4f37_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1fb8a1c8_e82e_4d6f_aa1][bookmark: _LINE__9_4a8a086e_b6c0_4506_8464_2159c13]B-2.  Set preconviction bail for a defendant alleged to have committed a violation of section 393, subsection 1, paragraph E-3;
[bookmark: _LINE__10_8b8e2dd8_01a0_47a4_805f_e0cad5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__336d70ed_c80d_4c04][bookmark: _PAR__6_e9698e63_e3c6_4abd_9354_9cea7bb8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__970fa817_7ebd_4d90_868f_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__92b05f1f_424f_4e26][bookmark: _LINE__11_c8f33c53_fc7b_4f40_977d_6e2e42]Sec. 3.  17-A MRSA §15, sub-§1, ¶A, as amended by PL 2023, c. 465, §1, is further amended by amending subparagraph (24) to read:
[bookmark: _LINE__12_e184bc54_5d9f_463a_919b_8747dc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__347fe940_73f3_4c28_a7b5_ed5][bookmark: _PAR__7_788332df_943b_4edc_abac_f67b8497][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ecfc9fd7_f00e_454b_9a0d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d16f6b6d_7e32_4110_8b6][bookmark: _LINE__13_df2e9349_5ee3_4cf1_9867_a69ae2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2f252b16_236c_44f9_a6](24)  A Class D or Class E crime committed while released on pre-conviction or post-conviction bail; or
[bookmark: _LINE__14_b82b971b_96c8_4e5d_a8d2_b0cda4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__51a5b3cf_2d5e_4678][bookmark: _PAR__8_25a996a6_f6c0_4529_8ad6_93cdc848][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__61e2a871_fc35_4847_88e4_5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__061786da_d265_4093][bookmark: _LINE__15_6a778855_41eb_4173_ae36_fc9a59]Sec. 4.  17-A MRSA §15, sub-§1, ¶A, as amended by PL 2023, c. 465, §1, is further amended by amending subparagraph (25) to read:
[bookmark: _LINE__16_8475cb39_49e9_48a7_be6c_593712][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__eba5e054_102e_4754_94c9_d9a][bookmark: _PAR__9_9b784aae_5a39_425c_a9f0_716a879e][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4fc9b4a0_e8f0_4ab2_9721][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fc132f43_1bb8_45ae_b1b][bookmark: _LINE__17_09f8c941_3290_43f7_9226_2913e1][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__3fdaf1f9_c93b_4264_94b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4dfb817b_bf94_4ec0_a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7a95dad8_f5e5_42ec_b8](25)  A violation of a condition of release from a community confinement monitoring program pursuant to Title 30‑A, section 1659‑A; and or
[bookmark: _LINE__18_caa50362_fd26_4f17_9a2b_af9020][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8c98205f_9b9b_4b0a][bookmark: _PAR__10_6d4a4e05_d892_4bca_9369_4b5b6a1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__53bcbc63_5f88_445f_ae85_5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6a7d647b_1a1b_4a87][bookmark: _LINE__19_c171d0fe_5886_4713_adde_181b57]Sec. 5.  17-A MRSA §15, sub-§1, ¶A, as amended by PL 2023, c. 465, §1, is further amended by enacting a new subparagraph (26) to read:
[bookmark: _LINE__20_79f3bb5d_a938_4bf1_8487_0398e0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__bf39e19d_b71e_4150_a648_bfe][bookmark: _PAR__11_478c1bdd_55bf_4f7f_94de_bcf47b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4abc2e9f_3ecd_4592_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d16693e0_0350_40e6_bcc6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__52078542_dea8_46cb_92c][bookmark: _LINE__21_ef269a56_e632_45b0_b32b_c25c8f][bookmark: _LINE__22_33f80320_da62_46e0_a35f_6f3b3b](26)  A violation of an extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to Title 25, section 2244, subsection 3 or an emergency extreme risk protection order pursuant to Title 25, section 2245, subsection 2; and
[bookmark: _LINE__23_6d1e29d3_a76a_4c19_b93c_a7a5b7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__17ad3766_6ba4_4fc8][bookmark: _PAR__12_9f9c1add_9eb1_4756_8a78_a3372ce][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0a916c03_c877_4e8a_bf12_5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3d88fcf7_8240_48ac]Sec. 6.  25 MRSA c. 261 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _LINE__24_047c5e04_78f8_4820_b4bc_d732d3][bookmark: _PAR__13_e759b653_b36e_4850_9c14_da46f6e][bookmark: _STATUTE_C__8a18faa3_8758_4b48_95b3_23a8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7854db20_4f74_4cec_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__50d0cb14_2eaf_48b7_bd0f]CHAPTER 261
[bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8fdd1c48_606e_4954_83][bookmark: _LINE__25_ac2f531b_0196_495e_be79_3b2ecf][bookmark: _PAR__14_0ba2437b_27ca_4504_81f7_c1356dc]EXTREME RISK PROTECTION ORDER ACT
[bookmark: _LINE__26_16821e05_ec64_4948_93af_7516fd][bookmark: _PAR__15_70546476_df7d_49fa_a09d_48c2240][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__06ddb905_8a73_42f2_96c9_a6eb][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b60af4af_437c_4134_b8a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bfc1adce_934d_4a73_9f]§2241. Short title
[bookmark: _LINE__27_e943e895_90da_430c_9d3f_537789][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__31ed3e35_04b7_44dd_b0e6_84ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2f789ff6_64a8_4e78_949][bookmark: _PAR__16_8ed8f3ea_bd6c_4a53_92ff_2f4dd81]This chapter may be known and cited as "the Extreme Risk Protection Order Act."
[bookmark: _LINE__28_b0127a88_c72c_413c_9e7e_f883f2][bookmark: _PAR__17_ba3411e9_ac6e_4989_8c36_52d68bd][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__35a84b7e_1b02_4b9e_8f22_a417][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e739728c_9ad5_4e67_85bd][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__19e4b983_ff9b_4592_84]§2242. Definitions
[bookmark: _LINE__29_bdde16b5_b78d_481c_a134_5c0f12][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3ae745bb_8de0_4de8_9274_c2f6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e68d839d_d894_455b_9ce][bookmark: _PAR__18_74c63e06_3832_4f2c_b537_d4d253b][bookmark: _LINE__30_3d004f93_2532_4dd6_b73a_f59e50]As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__14ab5ba8_9963_4b98_8f7f][bookmark: _LINE__31_6f611ff4_a243_4429_9a64_cfa302][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__fb79d7ae_8dce_4368_984a_5a0][bookmark: _PAR__19_8be8d293_ee71_42e6_bffc_c2622cd][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__69d1725a_1c5c_409e_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c457677e_3a30_4cb7_bdc]1. Court.  "Court" means a District Court in this State.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__94684a53_951c_423b_9378][bookmark: _LINE__32_82bd6b63_8538_4c98_93df_d7eba8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c757fcd6_c090_481f_a74c_81b][bookmark: _PAR__20_b07ee377_ca3d_418d_ac8a_9902ed3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__818661e1_24f3_4ad5_a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__437c648f_7340_4ec5_b0a][bookmark: _LINE__33_d2daf648_13ff_45c6_b741_eb4491][bookmark: _LINE__34_afa9eb95_f741_4666_aaba_a6f8bc]2. Dangerous weapon.  "Dangerous weapon" has the same meaning as in Title 17-A, section 2, subsection 9, paragraph C, including a firearm as defined in Title 17-A, section 2, subsection 12-A.



[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__32142453_0a82_4804_b0cc][bookmark: _LINE__35_cf34fef3_f35a_4ad4_b3ce_4a8358][bookmark: _PAR__21_9e83b090_869a_4067_ad37_baa4a0d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__027ddd17_a0ab_46b7_b317_e86][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a343072a_c2a0_48c3_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b77ef94d_6d3b_44f3_961][bookmark: _LINE__36_0cce4c9a_8075_4ea4_a674_811c2f][bookmark: _LINE__1_fa58a6c6_5919_48dd_bce7_3ff35a4][bookmark: _PAR__1_860aecb1_64ee_420a_bef2_107f6278][bookmark: _PAGE__2_2eba5659_4107_4014_b22a_95192b5][bookmark: _LINE__2_e73a3a1f_10c5_4f0a_b923_ab2a190]3. Extreme risk protection order. "Extreme risk protection order" means a written order issued pursuant to this chapter that prohibits and enjoins an individual from purchasing, possessing or receiving a dangerous weapon or having or attempting to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon. 



Page 2
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9cf717d8_4f8b_4b90_a466][bookmark: _LINE__3_987f2eb8_ddd3_412a_8117_b9aa709][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d8e42eab_4134_4cb7_97f0_872][bookmark: _PAR__2_1d83faae_2321_449f_b909_5762f850][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__86cde886_0529_40cd_b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__538340d7_52fb_4712_bf3][bookmark: _LINE__4_d744bed9_3d3b_45db_8249_f554935][bookmark: _LINE__5_553ace9c_8c2a_45fc_bd05_16bcd7b][bookmark: _LINE__6_58005669_3a09_4a0a_bf26_a531438][bookmark: _LINE__7_2516c913_719b_47a6_afc9_205f4d4][bookmark: _LINE__8_ee1b296e_9871_44ce_897d_1d183a2]4. Family or household member.  "Family or household member" means a spouse or domestic partner of the respondent, a former spouse or former domestic partner of the respondent, an individual presently or formerly living with the respondent as a spouse of the respondent, a parent of a child of the respondent, an adult sibling of the respondent, an adult child of the respondent, a parent of the respondent or an adult presently living with the respondent.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__726fa9a4_1b29_4b0d_84d2][bookmark: _LINE__9_37c27b92_d8ff_4e0c_9f39_641bac5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9105e2b6_383b_4eeb_b466_ad9][bookmark: _PAR__3_5c506c3b_d017_4736_b11d_0e8c8626][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c497075b_c8b4_4038_af][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__38ee60cf_8855_472c_ac9][bookmark: _LINE__10_a061e27e_1351_47a0_a1fa_1c5da5][bookmark: _LINE__11_2f80a557_4db9_47e2_8531_c7dde8]5.  Law enforcement agency.  "Law enforcement agency" means a state, county, tribal, municipal or University of Maine System law enforcement agency. "Law enforcement agency" does not include a federal law enforcement agency.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__39025971_ae38_4879_a192][bookmark: _LINE__12_c369a9f1_bcf3_4c8e_8990_60bc7e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8b15eb07_7396_48b3_b6db_52d][bookmark: _PAR__4_344bbcee_e16e_484c_aefc_68ba881d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__31375219_1636_48f9_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5ba02a09_6837_4c72_966][bookmark: _LINE__13_0cde7e73_e563_4aa6_b923_059852][bookmark: _LINE__14_de5d580e_1d6c_4ee9_a2b5_7dff33]6. Law enforcement officer.  "Law enforcement officer" has the same meaning as in section 2801-A, subsection 5.  "Law enforcement officer" does not include a federal law enforcement officer.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e72564fa_7c80_47c3_940d][bookmark: _LINE__15_45c85307_cd01_4953_a5ed_99ffbc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a77b51ca_2598_4215_bcb7_248][bookmark: _PAR__5_111d4d21_89bf_4e92_9104_31f32319][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__49103db5_a069_4eab_99][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6ec7c0dc_6b4b_4055_902][bookmark: _LINE__16_799c976a_870e_40f3_8855_478eb4]7. Petition.  "Petition" means a petition for an extreme risk protection order filed pursuant to this chapter.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__022a4c2a_74a7_422f_a3ec][bookmark: _LINE__17_ba75c200_3464_4e77_93ce_f36c5a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__60076464_927b_4389_a55c_692][bookmark: _PAR__6_beb0c608_94cc_41b5_80da_470d8399][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7df2bcbf_bc68_45ce_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dadce179_b130_4b12_881][bookmark: _LINE__18_de2c8933_da04_467e_b619_8070d6][bookmark: _LINE__19_f97eb32c_16d1_40f9_9d5e_1d1d85]8. Petitioner.  "Petitioner" means a family or household member, a law enforcement agency or a law enforcement officer who files a petition for an extreme risk protection order pursuant to this chapter.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e2535ae3_ff38_4c67_bdfe][bookmark: _LINE__20_f17bfac6_74cd_452a_acbe_46d62e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__215ddd8f_ada6_4307_89b8_d55][bookmark: _PAR__7_7adc521e_dea9_440b_98d0_0e0651c5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__97c097b0_216d_460e_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c7958358_3295_4130_a22][bookmark: _LINE__21_866dfada_ab30_4708_bbed_b2e563][bookmark: _LINE__22_1d7db53d_a5b4_4a73_ba42_eebe77]9. Respondent.  "Respondent" means an individual named in a petition for an extreme risk protection order filed pursuant to this chapter whose purchase, possession, receipt, custody or control of a dangerous weapon the petitioner seeks to restrain.
[bookmark: _LINE__23_39b9a252_d640_4c6e_b376_0b2d32][bookmark: _PAR__8_459d1849_3861_43ac_a315_67337dd2][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__e501b1f8_197d_41b9_a65f_fbb5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__57cf8232_8793_46c1_8ddc][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4dd502ba_05fd_4555_a5]§2243. Jurisdiction and venue 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7619843a_02f2_40f5_8d74][bookmark: _LINE__24_60d376ab_3ff3_487f_b06d_f84fbc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1f41e6fa_4d0f_466f_8492_53d][bookmark: _PAR__9_d1b42dbd_768a_4cb0_9ed7_11bd3f82][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0d2f550b_4fb6_41ce_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__888cd1c2_dff7_4ec1_bb6]1. Jurisdiction.  The court has jurisdiction over proceedings under this chapter.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8cee502e_c8c4_4ca6_b650][bookmark: _LINE__25_2a455d5e_2d20_45e7_8329_48879b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f36d6d6c_3b13_4300_b562_58f][bookmark: _PAR__10_919f21f9_ad7c_4896_b255_b7b0c1d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__00b88234_081b_466e_97][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__338a6adf_34ab_4d8d_9b6][bookmark: _LINE__26_4cf9139f_29bd_4669_914b_4128be][bookmark: _LINE__27_6279abc8_40c8_4238_9a32_88e4f6][bookmark: _LINE__28_ad453469_a5f8_44e5_8c76_8b16e4][bookmark: _LINE__29_afd3188a_dd4f_4b66_976e_5e906e][bookmark: _LINE__30_f2c9157a_dacf_4969_9120_46fd0d][bookmark: _LINE__31_ce503212_a00f_41ce_88e4_3b932a]2. Venue.  A proceeding under this chapter must be commenced in the judicial division where the respondent resides or where events that give rise to the petition occurred.  If a District Court Judge is not available in the division in which a petition is to be filed requesting an extreme risk protection order under section 2244 or an emergency extreme risk protection order under section 2245, the petition and any accompanying motion may be presented to any other District Court Judge or to any Superior Court Justice who has the same authority as a District Court Judge to grant or deny the order.
[bookmark: _LINE__32_7838c1e8_738d_4d51_83f8_57460c][bookmark: _PAR__11_2d683fc3_55f4_4050_b09d_21d5a95][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__e5b5f54a_37ac_49b5_819b_e0da][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8ee71711_e15b_4370_bf49][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__571dec9f_7e27_4c79_81]§2244. Extreme risk protection orders
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2673162b_485f_4aed_9665][bookmark: _LINE__33_57b69207_2df5_4cc3_9c80_10e353][bookmark: _PAR__12_f9e282cc_ca85_427e_aebf_d127d67][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c048ba22_de2f_469f_9583_a2f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__57c690a3_f20a_4053_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__698119d3_d5a3_44b2_949][bookmark: _LINE__34_c512ffaf_a6dd_456e_bf4b_61f19a][bookmark: _LINE__35_fa9ff53f_f874_4fd4_8bc9_dc07aa]1. Petition.  A family or household member, a law enforcement agency or a law enforcement officer may file a petition requesting that the court issue an extreme risk protection order in accordance with this subsection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__11513318_7df3_414a_8a62][bookmark: _LINE__36_27d1662d_7dac_4d81_a28a_426dac][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__999d175f_f859_4665_9fb6_2500][bookmark: _PAR__13_2dca14b1_3594_4090_b592_1c3eeb3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__199adf55_3bd6_47e0_b50][bookmark: _LINE__37_47b23dfc_908a_4f64_937f_57297c][bookmark: _LINE__38_8f47592d_d675_495c_9985_b65d6c][bookmark: _LINE__39_7cca3d83_38bd_42fd_aa8b_825bf3]A.  A petition filed pursuant to this subsection must allege that the respondent poses a significant danger of causing physical injury to the respondent or another person by purchasing, possessing or receiving a dangerous weapon or by having or attempting to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__570a5c93_5a78_4e26_a755][bookmark: _LINE__40_c1f565df_6e65_4044_a024_e5e365][bookmark: _PAR__14_acbbdb53_69a8_403b_90d3_371094d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2c64912b_e1af_49e0_bef0_ef5c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__57aad984_fc7a_4e09_85e][bookmark: _LINE__41_4d2c8462_ef6f_4710_8623_6b28d8]B.  A significant danger of causing physical injury to another person may be shown by establishing that:
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[bookmark: _LINE__1_26c13c8a_e42f_41eb_b241_dad653b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__ebc4af6f_32db_45d6_a82a_fde][bookmark: _PAR__1_62ef5695_c4b7_4c9d_b7ae_907b18a0][bookmark: _PAGE__3_fb3e19d5_d33d_4c76_932b_bf03b60][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__390cca04_a6c7_40dc_b2f3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f5d09234_2024_4e3a_ac6][bookmark: _LINE__2_9a9ebfda_b95e_493c_ac65_688cdcb](1) The respondent has inflicted or attempted to inflict physical injury on another      person;
[bookmark: _LINE__3_8a6f9197_6b57_4e95_b231_44c1135][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__cc9549f3_5f5a_4bc8_bfdc_2ba][bookmark: _PAR__2_fded15d7_595a_4761_8920_d97ea023][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__538ca4d8_21aa_4e94_8d4e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__030a9e4b_4985_4351_8d7][bookmark: _LINE__4_3aaf2ec7_6296_4c57_b347_e38b9b2](2) By the respondent's threats or actions, the respondent has placed another person in reasonable fear of physical injury; or
[bookmark: _LINE__5_79cebb90_470b_4adc_a568_0fb40d2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9b30e41a_b754_4077_8596_48c][bookmark: _PAR__3_cd513a85_ec29_4f5a_9793_e390e09c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b998c810_84ae_4e3d_913f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__901a6020_1bfe_48c8_876][bookmark: _LINE__6_d8f76d19_a2bf_4442_af5e_f4172f7](3) By the respondent's actions or inactions, the respondent has presented a danger to another person in the respondent's care.
[bookmark: _LINE__7_8380e5cd_1248_4ec7_99a4_af20a57][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8d8bb728_7f64_4d0a_b211_8e80][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4901dcd9_c1c3_4eab_a01][bookmark: _PAR__4_088e7278_cc83_4750_82ef_11f349e4][bookmark: _LINE__8_d3ee742c_5b1a_477f_b066_13ba60e][bookmark: _LINE__9_9074f870_579c_4f6f_8d06_c4ad433][bookmark: _LINE__10_3c260f18_d181_47e7_b342_64e114]The court may consider any additional information the court finds to be reliable, including a statement by the respondent, or relevant information from family or household members concerning the respondent, and any other facts that the court finds to be relevant.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b8881750_684b_4396_a8ab][bookmark: _LINE__11_601ada34_28fd_4f3f_9933_888e08][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__51a27100_87c7_44d6_971f_e12b][bookmark: _PAR__5_809b792f_e2bf_4ffa_b596_bda9696a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3444f857_f5ff_455e_be8][bookmark: _LINE__12_9d021d33_d718_4bb2_a56d_2455eb][bookmark: _LINE__13_92291a04_a3f6_4dce_9104_3e9f5b]C.  A significant danger of causing physical injury to the respondent may be shown by establishing that the respondent has threatened or attempted suicide or has threatened or attempted serious bodily injury.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__810cfdfe_94ca_4012_a7cd][bookmark: _LINE__14_03a56272_4c0d_4031_b113_cffba3][bookmark: _PAR__6_b5b02d6d_cb2e_42d1_8252_6dda8991][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7a2899f6_9208_4bb5_9a4c_2833][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2c8317f9_7c17_44cf_97a]D.  The petition must be supported by an affidavit or affidavits that:
[bookmark: _LINE__15_d6e08db9_804c_488c_9091_46b033][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a22907e4_3ae6_45e6_85e3_25f][bookmark: _PAR__7_1bd3b504_94c7_46a4_b1f9_4c1bd8c4][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__07a29815_b024_4ec3_be22][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1393c3e0_9383_4131_bf3][bookmark: _LINE__16_850aca9e_dafb_4fad_883c_3b3958](1) State the specific facts establishing that the requirements in paragraph B or C have been met;
[bookmark: _LINE__17_c619c337_be38_4ec1_982f_3685ed][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f2e9d388_d1b2_4a2c_b7ef_910][bookmark: _PAR__8_faf4d9ae_6526_4823_9982_be8c6001][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__848e2253_d6df_4fd2_8e96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__61f17e9d_7a4e_4f16_9b5][bookmark: _LINE__18_787df26a_45c0_4a67_acc2_e6e03b][bookmark: _LINE__19_64c56a6a_53ae_4e34_b2f3_0634dc](2) State whether the petitioner knows of any dangerous weapons in the respondent's possession, custody or control and the identity and location of any such weapons, if known; 
[bookmark: _LINE__20_ddb20389_a302_4897_b88c_78487b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__ccd625ab_dd36_4e57_acbf_428][bookmark: _PAR__9_bb5c2a98_40cb_4fd7_8691_1421e04f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__725b7eb5_6e50_4f0a_ac71][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f9c06afa_e52d_405f_9d5][bookmark: _LINE__21_fb86d565_65ff_4738_8e46_2abd43][bookmark: _LINE__22_1c14e08a_f730_428d_ba3d_bc0875][bookmark: _LINE__23_ae4522a3_b812_4514_b8c3_8887a0](3) State whether the petitioner knows of an existing order issued with respect to the respondent under Title 5, section 4655 or Title 19-A, chapter 103 or a similar order issued by a court of competent jurisdiction in the United States or another state, territory, commonwealth or federally recognized Indian tribe; and
[bookmark: _LINE__24_12b49bb6_07f1_45ce_ad21_6552aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__8d41420e_dcf4_48e3_bc54_43c][bookmark: _PAR__10_3746f974_67c2_4271_8f34_bf8e24a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1fe285f0_b9a6_4010_a569][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3c92fdc6_3878_4a3f_be5][bookmark: _LINE__25_8fe94e28_678b_49fb_b2dd_9a74a7](4) Acknowledge that the petitioner is aware that it is a crime to make a false statement under oath in a court document.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__db8d7e5c_6b1c_42d7_af4b][bookmark: _LINE__26_ceccad5c_6391_4c3c_b9e1_846894][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f9ee7d12_5e44_4e9a_940f_b67d][bookmark: _PAR__11_0254327c_61f0_4106_8182_768a7eb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f8647474_8859_484c_971][bookmark: _LINE__27_96c8e431_cc18_4b9f_8f63_a19d0e][bookmark: _LINE__28_b57bfa68_2a0b_41bb_8feb_ef4cb6][bookmark: _LINE__29_c0802aa7_01f2_459e_a26b_db5bd6][bookmark: _LINE__30_96f4690e_27b5_4fb7_aaac_ac83b9][bookmark: _LINE__31_99b4f0e3_5ca5_4d90_b469_cef35d][bookmark: _LINE__32_1294219c_c903_4e63_91ca_589393]E.  The court shall provide forms to a petitioner filing a petition or any other necessary documents.  The court may not provide assistance in filling out any such forms or in drafting legal documents or provide legal advice to a petitioner. The forms provided by the court under this paragraph must be uniform throughout the State and must include a summons and an affidavit for an extreme risk protection order.  The summons must include a section on which the petitioner may list the places where the respondent may be located or may be available to be served.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__31768136_8683_4d1e_9244][bookmark: _LINE__33_8b1836d5_b852_4c78_a3ac_d946d5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fed83a8f_0267_45ae_81b1_0c26][bookmark: _PAR__12_19aac584_151e_4e3a_8ce3_8ce5355][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8b0a2551_3965_41c2_80c]F.  A filing fee may not be required for a petition filed pursuant to this subsection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0b83e5e9_bb47_4eb1_9e69][bookmark: _LINE__34_8737d027_52bd_45b8_86b5_980ff5][bookmark: _PAR__13_47c2daba_dba3_485b_a73c_f0498ed][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__de516bdc_942f_45e5_88e5_af7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c247aebf_b35f_4138_80][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5fa8080b_c5fa_41c5_877][bookmark: _LINE__35_cbe032c9_0d8b_4661_b586_f4ba8f][bookmark: _LINE__36_40f22622_c891_4b17_ad11_ce0a63][bookmark: _LINE__37_0198b19a_1a9a_49c9_b5ee_ccda4f][bookmark: _LINE__38_e78fbb82_bab2_41c0_87ed_af453f][bookmark: _LINE__39_288cd155_e6b0_4fc3_84f8_a5d052]2.  Hearing.  Except as provided in section 2245 with respect to an emergency extreme risk protection order, the court may grant relief only after notice to the respondent and an opportunity for a hearing. The petitioner has the burden of proving by a preponderance of the evidence that the respondent poses a significant danger of causing physical injury to the respondent or another person by purchasing, possessing or receiving a dangerous weapon or by having or attempting to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e022f92b_f2db_45d9_b715][bookmark: _LINE__40_895239d0_f726_49a7_b5f3_dd825d][bookmark: _PAR__14_d92d47e6_eedb_44fd_83a6_c129975][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4392433f_577d_4f0d_9b46_5fff][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a771179d_5951_41e7_b74][bookmark: _LINE__41_210b7fbe_a7af_4641_bdcc_4a38e2][bookmark: _LINE__42_3dd00484_a95e_4403_97bb_27f198][bookmark: _LINE__1_d36d0b24_99d2_4ccf_be1c_4017154][bookmark: _PAR__1_0bba57eb_0fff_453e_b270_8ed2f179][bookmark: _PAGE__4_05f9b020_6662_4f5f_9799_d760a68][bookmark: _LINE__2_194840d8_2ca0_4c6a_bc75_06c3e96]A. The court shall hold a hearing within 14 days after a petition is filed pursuant to this section.  Notice of the hearing must be served pursuant to section 2247 concurrently with the petition and any ex parte order issued pursuant to section 2245. This section does not limit the court's discretion to continue the hearing upon the court's own motion or upon motion of either party.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cf165279_3129_4b75_a0e0][bookmark: _LINE__3_fe6b47cc_80bf_41fc_8fe6_cfa12a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__17232410_c1bd_4e0b_a07f_e9cc][bookmark: _PAR__2_d5704642_bb33_407e_b289_13dac4ef][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__26e73175_fc0c_48e0_b87][bookmark: _LINE__4_483d7b75_df55_4f2c_b074_b60690d][bookmark: _LINE__5_e3c3d69b_d68f_43a7_8a13_3df3d18]B.  The respondent has the right to be represented by counsel at a hearing. The court may, in its discretion, appoint counsel for an indigent party.  The State is responsible for the cost of appointed counsel.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ea393609_e467_4647_8cd1][bookmark: _LINE__6_bca038ed_5b1b_4197_9946_a151a4d][bookmark: _PAR__3_0f63c97f_1be5_48d3_8205_2f57990c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6f5ffc7d_a2ec_49c9_a6ac_b47][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__01ad163d_9250_4e23_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__449d78ab_9adc_43da_91d][bookmark: _LINE__7_25c50065_bc61_4938_a61b_a956913][bookmark: _LINE__8_0971c531_1659_4f5d_8538_6205bb3][bookmark: _LINE__9_e9a41c60_cf5b_4b38_a242_dd8e962][bookmark: _LINE__10_cb8f4d41_05b6_4d96_99f0_a11b98]3. Orders.  The court shall grant a petition and issue an extreme risk protection order if the court finds by a preponderance of the evidence that the respondent poses a significant danger of causing physical injury to the respondent or to another person by purchasing, possessing or receiving a dangerous weapon or by having or attempting to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__052e842f_5bc4_4a8d_a198][bookmark: _LINE__11_c66364fd_48c2_43c5_93f8_39ac51][bookmark: _PAR__4_d2237948_9794_44ae_a171_a4ea8b2b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c389d515_38ab_4063_8cb9_f32d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__49db1968_9ab9_469c_b02][bookmark: _LINE__12_125e9138_2e78_48b3_9eea_b57cac][bookmark: _LINE__13_046ec179_86f8_49ad_a9a9_b4f51c][bookmark: _LINE__14_6b941e66_6a2c_4bd1_9036_769492]A. The court shall issue an order under this subsection prohibiting the respondent from purchasing, possessing or receiving a dangerous weapon or having or attempting to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon for a period of up to one year. The order must be signed in writing and include the following:
[bookmark: _LINE__15_9274925e_3d37_4235_903f_003a45][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__642cee58_1a7a_4f91_adbb_d89][bookmark: _PAR__5_a8da6071_a91b_459f_b59d_df32fe6c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c89bd4b6_b3dc_4e28_bd52][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2d55d726_1f5b_4387_8ad](1) A statement of the grounds for the issuance of the order; 
[bookmark: _LINE__16_f3c8b8f7_7239_4eae_b637_81293f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__cadcf310_4e8d_4519_beef_aa8][bookmark: _PAR__6_1e5dc318_313b_4a14_bbdb_65923780][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fa9dc719_c5f8_4bd1_a32f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f5be5361_148d_4a9b_b04][bookmark: _LINE__17_c6ba8a1b_3b38_4b82_abd3_1cbc88][bookmark: _LINE__18_fc0aadec_c418_43e0_8c3f_59dd96](2) The name and address of the court where any filings must be made, the names of the parties, the date of the petition, the date and time of the order and the date and time the order expires; 
[bookmark: _LINE__19_376969d9_6bba_4c0c_8583_a6b251][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7346fadf_4595_46f8_a1fc_55c][bookmark: _PAR__7_0fe4540f_0367_4c05_b2bc_5d6ebb51][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c0f4d9e5_9cd8_4853_94d6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7223ea7f_8f34_4edb_8a3](3) A description of how to appeal the order pursuant to section 2251; 
[bookmark: _LINE__20_000c8d3e_2e46_45cc_afe5_be201d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__94016486_250e_4346_9c09_c55][bookmark: _PAR__8_14050eed_e22c_4ee8_85f1_4d0ac004][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1026e06d_0b94_40c6_8681][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9a4ccdf7_37ad_47f6_aa7][bookmark: _LINE__21_8c9c6455_f1df_498a_9bc7_535121](4) A description of the requirements for relinquishment and return of a dangerous weapon under section 2250;  
[bookmark: _LINE__22_f94f076c_dfbc_474d_b54a_28eee1][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__8f1e0593_2948_4918_93e4_940][bookmark: _PAR__9_8c440525_65e2_483e_b7b7_6c37bf83][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b87a9fae_cda1_4351_98c6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f8a17bed_9017_4847_937][bookmark: _LINE__23_57ed3281_7d5c_40ce_8940_9bfbf4](5) A description of how to request termination of the order under section 2246, including a form for a motion to terminate the order; and
[bookmark: _LINE__24_3d3b1028_402d_4c4f_9835_20966f][bookmark: _PAR__10_baaa0d5c_7140_4804_8847_c4665cc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__b4de2604_c07c_4a27_8625_129][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__00ae6d69_f20b_4e83_b446][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e6a97fa8_6265_4e03_a85](6) A statement in substantially the following form:
[bookmark: _LINE__25_8f19f98b_7a2d_4d87_93f3_32ffa5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__80cb05ad_68f2_4ff7_9c49_b7f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8ae0d19f_60bb_4ef8_ad4][bookmark: _PAR__11_0fb6e0dd_98ae_4c84_a226_093a344][bookmark: _LINE__26_a268b1e0_4525_4b4e_95d4_9e071e][bookmark: _LINE__27_8365f398_5f7d_4854_9da7_589b39][bookmark: _LINE__28_095e1989_527e_4cf2_820b_dbca5f][bookmark: _LINE__29_abdc7975_a0f8_4a5b_b168_b0d650][bookmark: _LINE__30_aecce9d1_e248_4754_8b9a_0368c9][bookmark: _LINE__31_f37ed3e5_7160_4dcb_83e2_7b6823][bookmark: _LINE__32_8a7ad611_6253_49df_bcc0_f32b7f][bookmark: _LINE__33_208e6a83_9bd4_4ee1_9524_a69028]"To the subject of this extreme risk protection order: This order is in effect until the date and time stated above. If you have not done so already, you are required to surrender all dangerous weapons in your possession, control or custody as directed in this order. While this order is in effect, you are not allowed to purchase, possess or receive a dangerous weapon; attempt to purchase, possess or receive a dangerous weapon; or have or attempt to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon. You have the right to request one hearing to terminate this order during the period that this order is in effect, starting from the date of this order. You may seek the advice of an attorney regarding any matter connected with this order."
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c077ddf0_2ae3_46ea_a077][bookmark: _LINE__34_3b88cebb_3b8d_4d3e_a360_175e82][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c866ea2c_8a3a_4a59_8b5a_1bb3][bookmark: _PAR__12_806ad936_3636_417a_b3e8_0fe1d08][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f093050f_c9dc_48cc_87b][bookmark: _LINE__35_8ac7529e_03a8_4852_bdf3_964495][bookmark: _LINE__36_c68e35bd_4b8c_4128_b39a_632d87]B. The court shall make either written findings of fact or oral findings of fact on the record. If a court denies a petition filed pursuant to this subsection, the court shall state the reason for the denial.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8e40e99c_18a5_4557_b391][bookmark: _LINE__37_9072ff32_d1db_454e_8bfe_e2919a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ffd29d20_b2eb_4ebf_8dab_4cb4][bookmark: _PAR__13_2c73ed47_1c17_49e2_bfd5_d29cb85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e05d9a29_1218_4049_b22][bookmark: _LINE__38_006f91ba_1e78_445c_8487_25769f][bookmark: _LINE__39_06f24db3_7f18_423a_b748_430223][bookmark: _LINE__40_133a6cec_8731_4730_9eb5_b8deaa][bookmark: _LINE__41_b472a8c6_f535_4cdf_ae69_2a945a]C. An order issued pursuant to this section must include the following statement: "VIOLATION OF THIS ORDER IS A CRIME AS PROVIDED BY THE MAINE REVISED STATUTES, TITLE 15, SECTION 393, AND MAY ALSO RESULT IN SANCTIONS FOR CONTEMPT PURSUANT TO THE MAINE RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE, RULE 66."
[bookmark: _LINE__42_457b38bf_4fce_4288_90ec_3e6b68][bookmark: _PAR__14_94cdcd9a_4c82_4025_a2d5_36c2b8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__3eec6717_4d9a_41fa_8df6_6550][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a03ecc8d_7371_46f4_9982][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d879569e_9e82_4c92_96]§2245. Emergency extreme risk protection orders 
	Page 2
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b7a3cba6_9e74_4eb6_b443][bookmark: _LINE__1_902f8e97_c935_4e87_a707_dbf1296][bookmark: _PAR__1_1ec66af3_ed69_4583_8937_e0090dbc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__04af58ea_5a4d_4c35_a606_236][bookmark: _PAGE__5_751da9e0_eef9_4830_a298_29594c4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__19bb74c0_e536_4c9c_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bd629ef9_b394_4030_90d][bookmark: _LINE__2_3b43c3ee_e69e_4746_93c7_6256579][bookmark: _LINE__3_ff6aaed4_4a68_482d_a918_be0d050]1.  Petition. In filing a petition under this chapter, a petitioner may request that the court issue an emergency extreme risk protection order.  An emergency extreme risk protection order may be issued ex parte, without prior notice to the respondent.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a2225559_4480_4ed7_9f9c][bookmark: _LINE__4_09a18b11_fe7c_423d_a018_97c2f99][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0df7855a_692b_45f9_8b86_06c6][bookmark: _PAR__2_3b513355_e014_4071_8fad_6c50399b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e69a1839_ea75_476e_bf2][bookmark: _LINE__5_d5fa905d_1584_4d0b_8dcd_ba00c03][bookmark: _LINE__6_93662ca9_a683_42ce_8c69_bdaba36][bookmark: _LINE__7_717f7bdd_bf3e_4235_8784_036c09c][bookmark: _LINE__8_ebcdca39_5ac6_4785_9b11_89c4abe][bookmark: _LINE__9_a2a94266_311d_4062_b569_bc493f4][bookmark: _LINE__10_6bb9a965_13c2_4341_ac3b_3b04eb]A. A petitioner seeking an emergency ex parte order shall indicate in the petition and affidavit or affidavits that emergency relief is requested because the respondent poses an immediate and significant danger of causing physical injury to the respondent or to another person by purchasing, possessing or receiving a dangerous weapon or by having or attempting to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon. An affidavit must include specific facts supporting the statement that the respondent poses an immediate and significant danger. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a4a6f1f6_ed39_4260_860d][bookmark: _LINE__11_bc85635e_9421_425a_a5d0_366423][bookmark: _PAR__3_ee77a6d7_04c1_4267_8e1c_0d70568d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1e942350_70c5_41d6_beae_e710][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__723f0cd9_6c18_41b4_bc6][bookmark: _LINE__12_b3f8e60c_1f76_47f3_a62e_52f988]B.  A significant danger of causing physical injury to another person may be shown by establishing that:
[bookmark: _LINE__13_9b219c15_4b13_476a_a69e_021b92][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__0713285d_651d_4721_83c2_089][bookmark: _PAR__4_ee07743d_3c12_4094_af30_aa716c33][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b353bfd9_c914_402a_a77a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0540bfd3_605f_40e0_b42][bookmark: _LINE__14_d5a7b489_1fcd_4abf_8c7e_239815](1) The respondent has inflicted or attempted to inflict physical injury on another person; 
[bookmark: _LINE__15_78ca6d09_ff5a_439e_a060_37a5a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e3e8c472_5d52_4ad9_bd92_fbe][bookmark: _PAR__5_e6fbafd4_9cb1_421b_8cbd_045e1da8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__255a4db6_d20e_4d94_a25a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d0210aa8_c52f_40bf_92c][bookmark: _LINE__16_e4513c9d_6b5e_4251_919b_1abc31](2) By the respondent's threats or actions, the respondent has placed another person in reasonable fear of physical injury; or
[bookmark: _LINE__17_ae17cbe4_afc0_42ea_bc6d_16c92b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__477fc2c1_9cbf_4c79_a36e_5cd][bookmark: _PAR__6_2a23673f_dac5_478a_a671_1df7ea7b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0e84fe9d_f70c_4825_b101][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e83972c0_4320_4cea_ad5][bookmark: _LINE__18_32347c26_7dca_4120_a3ac_a9d277](3) By the respondent's actions or inactions, the respondent has presented a danger to another person in the respondent's care.
[bookmark: _LINE__19_8be1768f_bf4b_4f57_b271_daaab6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7675d6e4_0072_4f5e_9b3f_bbea][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__76a4d51d_5de8_453d_be1][bookmark: _PAR__7_5d50f383_23b9_4c4f_9229_36af6184][bookmark: _LINE__20_98c6d3c7_57c2_4f2f_ae1b_498a02][bookmark: _LINE__21_2d57d42e_cfab_4ef3_ad4c_3f7bd3][bookmark: _LINE__22_2e55bee5_12ba_4340_8880_685b40]The court may consider any additional information the court finds to be reliable, including a statement by the respondent, or relevant information from family or household members concerning the respondent, and any other facts that the court finds to be relevant.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8fb80349_341d_42e1_93d0][bookmark: _LINE__23_c9e86784_00a3_4e3e_a9ce_4bffeb][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__72e4bc45_a790_4220_a93b_0eda][bookmark: _PAR__8_7fb8c621_e4fc_4091_84f2_86330c60][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__017acb0b_9b6c_4f77_b8c][bookmark: _LINE__24_c8c3b2be_06f5_4470_a091_de751d][bookmark: _LINE__25_69c0b490_e130_493d_b88e_7490ff]C.  A significant danger of causing physical injury to the respondent may be shown by establishing that the respondent has threatened or attempted suicide or has threatened or attempted serious bodily injury.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e6719589_2614_41ad_a277][bookmark: _LINE__26_54a6581d_77d5_4fec_822b_e28864][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b4b84803_efce_4891_b02a_8be8][bookmark: _PAR__9_1b6cd890_2ada_480c_a622_3188df88][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f1de3358_bc0e_43e1_8d9][bookmark: _LINE__27_93849688_3a56_4f75_9e94_3923f5][bookmark: _LINE__28_74d6942a_d160_4dba_8532_024151][bookmark: _LINE__29_e26b6dc3_e34c_4675_9b35_65ced6][bookmark: _LINE__30_0e7db1d2_f818_4c32_a0e5_f5e9dc]D. The court may issue an emergency extreme risk protection order if the petition and affidavit or affidavits present good cause that the respondent poses an immediate and significant danger of causing physical injury to the respondent or to another person by purchasing, possessing or receiving a dangerous weapon or by having or attempting to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7e492217_913d_4af4_8aca][bookmark: _LINE__31_9badfd9b_4d95_4f8e_b46b_fdb3cf][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5a24aa33_f242_4881_acfd_fd34][bookmark: _PAR__10_c2b9af92_b00d_471a_92db_28e0925][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__37f3b983_5a50_4c79_bc5][bookmark: _LINE__32_87895667_5e90_404b_bb87_6ff032][bookmark: _LINE__33_6e30809d_8838_489e_82c7_50cbf1][bookmark: _LINE__34_cd6e5021_7cda_4a76_98e5_7be479][bookmark: _LINE__35_ab0a2e68_451d_4fa0_aa70_331e3a][bookmark: _LINE__36_fe0df764_7b28_490e_801f_25d758]E. The court shall decide whether to grant or deny the petition and issue the order on the basis of the contents of the petition and the affidavit or affidavits provided. If the petition is granted, the court shall immediately sign the original order, enter on its face the exact date and time it is issued and transmit a copy to the petitioner by reliable electronic means, such as e-mail. Upon issuance of an order, a copy must be served on the respondent pursuant to section 2247.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9ec4e6fb_89c9_427f_97bd][bookmark: _LINE__37_e9957bb8_ff62_4b7f_8f5e_db42c4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d9185c2e_a1ac_420f_91c0_4e73][bookmark: _PAR__11_c765f63f_2ccb_441a_8e2e_1b8728a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4ca8e36e_9877_41bc_865][bookmark: _LINE__38_fb7c27ad_03dc_424e_b707_e0cccb]F. The court may issue an emergency extreme risk protection order by reliable electronic means pursuant to this subsection if requested by the petitioner. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__544e655b_4e3e_46a0_8004][bookmark: _LINE__39_45cfb6d9_bc85_46c8_bb52_a69934][bookmark: _PAR__12_de8e0a18_4c65_4465_8252_258d945][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6cbe818b_1e84_440b_93c5_923][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1ca91461_5c2e_496a_ad][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4758845f_2127_4967_b2c][bookmark: _LINE__40_c4f99ad1_6c3e_4664_9932_247b27][bookmark: _LINE__41_16945e7b_43ed_470c_9d09_85ece8][bookmark: _LINE__42_4882677d_b47c_4ddd_9989_3f6a8d][bookmark: _LINE__43_b90d7149_4d09_496a_8374_2d280a]2.  Order. An order issued pursuant to this section may prohibit for a period of up to 14 days the respondent from purchasing, possessing or receiving a dangerous weapon or having or attempting to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon. This section does not limit the court's discretion to continue the final hearing and extend the order upon the court's own motion or upon the motion of either party. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1b4ab849_4fb1_48a7_b0e2][bookmark: _LINE__1_03f65121_75af_4c82_bdee_ea6d2da][bookmark: _PAR__1_27f1c1d9_098d_44b8_b150_717924c4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bb7d4f27_908a_4340_8b39_e34a][bookmark: _PAGE__6_aa0dfe71_b7da_48fd_b06b_42ce9be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ea3e510c_ca97_4c17_b0b]A. The order must be in writing and include the following:
[bookmark: _LINE__2_fa1ecbe8_1610_400c_af59_fe83da6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__207bd7eb_7282_4d36_8ebc_0ce][bookmark: _PAR__2_f1e7be76_03a0_428d_bd19_8a7a85bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d58376ae_06ee_4efc_9e7a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e512b0d2_3b5f_443b_9a9](1) A statement of the grounds for the issuance of the order;
[bookmark: _LINE__3_d10b4ca1_bc39_4b1e_bb99_5a5276c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__52b65b0d_72f1_4ea0_a3c7_9ea][bookmark: _PAR__3_5f22a2be_28bf_4049_8089_122b7fda][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__db08742e_6f2f_40a1_8354][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__583bff08_f6bf_46dd_bb2][bookmark: _LINE__4_01c8a103_6912_4d92_9b0d_db9953d][bookmark: _LINE__5_4acb2eeb_09c4_4506_8ed7_7ac50c4](2) The name and address of the court where any filings must be made, the names of the parties, the date of the petition, the date and time of the order and the date and time the order expires;
[bookmark: _LINE__6_d6cbd2c5_2bcd_4eb6_aaca_8fa9897][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7a88ff4c_5a33_4bad_bdd6_6ce][bookmark: _PAR__4_a3c924ed_6db4_4212_91c2_63a469ee][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__007b521b_417a_4dcf_9f6c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7c5edada_42a9_4a05_b50][bookmark: _LINE__7_8fb9c64f_9db8_413c_8f0b_77f4b9a][bookmark: _LINE__8_253aef36_9f1f_43f1_af22_28937f6][bookmark: _LINE__9_5b167101_5c0e_4a8f_baea_0c31e00][bookmark: _LINE__10_92ff938e_efe1_498d_af7f_5e8c8c](3) The date and time of the hearing under subsection 3, paragraph A when the respondent may appear to contest the order before the court. The opportunity to contest the order must be scheduled as soon as reasonably possible, but may not be more than 14 days after the date of the issuance of the order unless extended upon the court's own motion or upon the motion of either party;
[bookmark: _LINE__11_f69f8075_e6cf_4526_86be_17ae33][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a428287e_957f_4a86_94a8_8aa][bookmark: _PAR__5_fc250d14_ee3b_4c62_a8ba_3c376c88][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ea70c1e7_03f9_482c_a423][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__978d45e0_12f6_4d12_84e][bookmark: _LINE__12_1c20eb18_132b_4579_ba5c_507320](4) A description of the requirements for relinquishment and return of dangerous weapons under section 2250; and
[bookmark: _LINE__13_a1f856dd_b5c6_4180_ae48_cede4b][bookmark: _PAR__6_0fdfdc5a_ecf6_43db_81a2_6f0a559e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__65e505b9_7c07_4d99_9d5d_dbf][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__173690e3_61fc_4e4d_91a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ed9acd3f_6725_4240_84c](5)  A statement in substantially the following form:
[bookmark: _LINE__14_da8c5963_9c26_4b43_b9c8_675a6e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__29ab3a4f_c813_441f_820a_4b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3b588761_99a9_41f9_827][bookmark: _PAR__7_184828e3_13da_4fa7_82d0_3a7806f7][bookmark: _LINE__15_63598913_170d_43e7_a1af_eb19fd][bookmark: _LINE__16_90ac5f0f_4ce9_46e9_b1c0_e6e50a][bookmark: _LINE__17_8bef9cdc_6629_4009_9dc4_395143][bookmark: _LINE__18_edee21bc_974f_4724_8548_44b161][bookmark: _LINE__19_c528a8c4_a9e2_484f_8f68_32726b][bookmark: _LINE__20_1df7f3fd_f412_492a_b330_3c309f][bookmark: _LINE__21_e10c2dda_b96b_4cf5_ae16_2168bf][bookmark: _LINE__22_58af7b67_7711_4cb6_9510_cca60e][bookmark: _LINE__23_f904e2cb_00ab_47cc_8368_051dfc][bookmark: _LINE__24_a359faa2_f4fa_4ce6_be37_ae6744][bookmark: _LINE__25_d188304e_49a6_4f09_8254_829778][bookmark: _LINE__26_cc2a5cdc_bc41_4ff8_830c_72574f]"To the subject of this emergency extreme risk protection order: This order is in effect until the date and time stated above. If you have not done so already, you are required to surrender all dangerous weapons in your possession, control or custody as directed in this order. While this order is in effect, you are not allowed to purchase, possess or receive a dangerous weapon; attempt to purchase, possess or receive a dangerous weapon; or have or attempt to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon. A hearing will be held on the date and time noted above to determine if an extreme risk protection order should be issued. Failure to appear at that hearing may result in the court making an order against you that is valid for up to one year. You may request an extension of the hearing date. You may seek the advice of an attorney regarding any matter connected with this order. An attorney may be appointed at the discretion of the court to represent you if you cannot afford one." 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__97991d87_5a49_46b2_a800][bookmark: _LINE__27_dde796bf_1a3c_43e1_9385_8a6c57][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bffb0261_568c_48c8_85b3_89aa][bookmark: _PAR__8_412b9d0a_de3c_4812_aa0f_ab94cd91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c0c3e9f7_c225_4161_898][bookmark: _LINE__28_56742d62_c2eb_4bbe_9f1a_7dcb13][bookmark: _LINE__29_fed18c51_25f7_4750_810b_8601f5][bookmark: _LINE__30_d1bdb576_f6e4_4fc0_85e9_3ba5a5][bookmark: _LINE__31_6c7e3590_3e67_4c53_9a04_baf075][bookmark: _LINE__32_6aaf9d2c_26cd_4aa5_b9af_ec5565]B. An order issued pursuant to this section must include the following statement: "VIOLATION OF THIS ORDER IS A CRIME SUBJECT TO A TERM OF IMPRISONMENT OR A FINE, OR BOTH, AS PROVIDED BY THE MAINE REVISED STATUTES, TITLE 15, SECTION 393, AND MAY ALSO RESULT IN SANCTIONS FOR CONTEMPT PURSUANT TO THE MAINE RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE, RULE 66."
[bookmark: _LINE__33_dd6817e3_09c9_4f38_a570_5e3a82][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8121f3ef_1759_4147_8ef2_57db][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__456133da_a36b_48b2_ba8][bookmark: _PAR__9_17355402_efa5_42ac_a8dd_8dd7f41d][bookmark: _LINE__34_4f92c41b_7fc8_44e3_af50_9877bd][bookmark: _LINE__35_32b6b530_b77a_4c9a_b68b_d4ba3b]If a court denies a petition filed pursuant to this subsection, the court shall state the reason for the denial, which may include either written findings of fact or oral findings of fact on the record.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1b1457e4_7261_47af_8ed7][bookmark: _LINE__36_c55400b7_6e21_4321_b6ac_56c0b9][bookmark: _PAR__10_f06280d5_899f_4157_b020_93d8d70][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__41f84619_21c6_492b_98de_5d6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__42ad9ef7_3188_48b4_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d297bb12_ee30_4a85_a4e][bookmark: _LINE__37_50f3d5b3_4304_40b1_99f9_0fcade]3. Duration.  The duration of an emergency extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to this section is as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__edb634c5_2221_443d_8cfa][bookmark: _LINE__38_a8805b5c_57eb_4948_aafd_425930][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__649f1241_ff69_4bb5_a782_6814][bookmark: _PAR__11_0bdd939e_9368_418e_8bcb_6e332cf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__83aad3f4_689f_49c5_837][bookmark: _LINE__39_9dfe2c19_60f7_43cb_a8ac_1f3c62][bookmark: _LINE__40_d3a95021_aadc_43c1_a4bc_bc402c][bookmark: _LINE__41_8148a092_256d_4a49_9926_ec058e][bookmark: _LINE__42_e4c33547_da55_49e5_a39b_2fea3b][bookmark: _LINE__43_2e02e229_4129_469e_915b_01a33a]A.  Unless the petition is voluntarily dismissed pursuant to paragraph B, the court shall hold a hearing within 14 days after the issuance of an emergency extreme risk protection order to determine if an extreme risk protection order should be issued. If not voluntarily dismissed, the emergency extreme risk protection order expires when the court grants or denies a petition for an extreme risk protection order in accordance with section 2244, subsection 3.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__71576a23_bc90_45c3_b095][bookmark: _LINE__1_ab1d9bd4_6f01_4417_b23b_96ec24c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a13a1342_4e35_46e3_bce9_d30f][bookmark: _PAR__1_4bdf5aa1_c1da_485e_96cc_0a039e5e][bookmark: _PAGE__7_6a5b39dc_ec2a_4a06_b29b_b94da0f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1a2a9e2b_1a2f_483f_91a][bookmark: _LINE__2_c7cb31a7_a2ed_4a0a_8bf9_98a8f3f][bookmark: _LINE__3_3a222536_1a1a_4bab_b31d_edb52b0][bookmark: _LINE__4_88e155eb_719b_4aaf_b4e6_a3eb232][bookmark: _LINE__5_42b9f4b4_4d25_4b6c_b45d_db71817][bookmark: _LINE__6_f26390b2_91cc_4392_9fc6_fa22a4e][bookmark: _LINE__7_67ca5d66_8f30_4d6c_90fd_c436221][bookmark: _LINE__8_b919b3ff_59f7_4926_871b_c563a29][bookmark: _LINE__9_1951fb92_721d_475c_9128_09b5215]B.  The petitioner may voluntarily dismiss a petition filed pursuant to this section at any time prior to the hearing required under paragraph A if the petitioner determines the respondent no longer poses an immediate and significant danger of causing physical injury to the respondent or to another person by purchasing, possessing or receiving a dangerous weapon or by having or attempting to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon. If the petitioner voluntarily dismisses the petition pursuant to this paragraph, the court shall vacate the emergency extreme risk protection order and direct a law enforcement agency in possession of a dangerous weapon belonging to the respondent to return it to the respondent consistent with section 2250.
[bookmark: _LINE__10_f4a25db3_f51c_4e59_8882_273f51][bookmark: _PAR__2_66985ffd_1297_48b7_bb60_afca51a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__38144345_6906_44bc_aa84_089c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4302252c_a931_40a6_ba34][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__71a35eaa_ae43_420f_8c]§2246. Termination and renewal motions
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f17471ab_cbfe_461c_bd19][bookmark: _LINE__11_ce375aeb_76c5_46d3_b7d0_06cec3][bookmark: _PAR__3_255e5a5f_085a_4028_b571_7284b588][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__06a10de9_9c3e_4d1c_a53e_dd5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__86a599db_bf36_4a65_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b317976a_a93b_4e85_9d2][bookmark: _LINE__12_fe76302d_ac53_4fc4_98de_ed67dd]1.  Motion to terminate.  A motion to terminate an extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to section 2244 is subject to the provisions of this subsection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__942411b2_63fb_4f78_8106][bookmark: _LINE__13_ae499d5c_face_4b5f_b0ff_4bfb60][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bb1c51f9_1bc5_41ed_af31_c1fe][bookmark: _PAR__4_89b0f4e7_4157_4138_b09b_6bbb8f15][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__29f03542_4ee9_47eb_a9d][bookmark: _LINE__14_0f33a741_000b_4df2_b19a_a24187][bookmark: _LINE__15_bd209773_862d_41e5_8145_708e0e]A.  The respondent may file a motion to terminate an extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to section 2244 or an order renewed under subsection 2.  A motion to terminate may not be filed more than once during the effective period of the order. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8c1134a2_66e1_4d8d_ae34][bookmark: _LINE__16_b3c9b465_7e99_40ca_b10a_725c96][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3089dce0_ccc6_478a_b66f_0f51][bookmark: _PAR__5_afb239e6_8ccb_42d4_acd3_a3d30da4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1432a3f0_551d_4369_aae][bookmark: _LINE__17_68d3c0c5_75d8_48b5_ba13_c06265]B. The motion to terminate an extreme risk protection order and notice of a hearing on the motion must be served on the petitioner pursuant to section 2247.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__036a8857_44ba_4e68_b1b9][bookmark: _LINE__18_4ecc1ebc_9e9f_425c_b3c3_5d7dbb][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__100c23a3_fac9_4d9c_98d8_4b9d][bookmark: _PAR__6_b92844b6_36ae_4bc1_bc52_f0c9e3ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d4eb8ff7_d6d7_406c_a9e][bookmark: _LINE__19_621240c5_88b0_4422_9cb0_f33dbf][bookmark: _LINE__20_22de33f9_596c_4bee_a827_612510][bookmark: _LINE__21_010d109c_0585_48db_9895_ea61be][bookmark: _LINE__22_7f21c3ed_500e_470d_bd21_705433]C.  The court shall grant a motion to terminate an extreme risk protection order if it finds by clear and convincing evidence that the respondent no longer poses a significant danger of causing physical injury to the respondent or to another person by purchasing, possessing or receiving a dangerous weapon or by having or attempting to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__68b43367_9a21_48b0_925b][bookmark: _LINE__23_6a54541a_d4e5_4f7f_a7b6_aaa7ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__19823c5c_3fbe_47fc_96e3_4eac][bookmark: _PAR__7_aec7422a_a12f_4807_bbb0_96d79ca5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bb2e285a_9e55_4a4b_aba][bookmark: _LINE__24_3f5916a5_c39e_48b4_8df6_210fa7]D.  An order on a motion to terminate an extreme risk protection order must state the reason for the denial or granting of the motion.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0172365f_91e9_4958_a26d][bookmark: _LINE__25_617a6043_2912_41df_94d3_a578ad][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e367de7a_13bd_4d58_962f_3b7a][bookmark: _PAR__8_4799f271_c737_45aa_a583_3d122102][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__af16ba59_030d_4b3c_bc9][bookmark: _LINE__26_1f6f3aa8_2c99_400d_a065_a73c64]E.  The court shall provide forms to a party filing a motion to terminate an extreme risk protection order. The form provided by the court must be uniform throughout the State.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f35c2eb2_a41f_4c04_bfdc][bookmark: _LINE__27_696a2e12_b1f0_48a1_b449_535f0e][bookmark: _PAR__9_f7597315_6453_4f8e_9d46_66af22a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3f679e60_04b0_4f77_831e_3c2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f51de77d_19d3_4ca8_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a96fd0c8_70e2_43a4_a53][bookmark: _LINE__28_4f8aebad_d6a6_43ed_a807_e4ace2]2.  Motion to renew.  A motion to renew an extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to section 2244 is subject to the provisions of this subsection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0b3ff34a_2508_4344_b418][bookmark: _LINE__29_2cce5668_a055_436c_9df8_9bdfad][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9e591c57_d0f5_4b7d_a64c_dbdd][bookmark: _PAR__10_294b1a5c_ced0_4778_9783_7c1a0e4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__94ab33e4_180f_4291_906][bookmark: _LINE__30_2dd72812_bd29_4219_bc09_a0b597][bookmark: _LINE__31_da277af5_938d_4f63_ac09_825410][bookmark: _LINE__32_061ac76a_cb17_4916_978b_10b1d5][bookmark: _LINE__33_debc9be1_1cc3_4852_a8e9_0fe89a][bookmark: _LINE__34_44315d06_7f2c_4bda_a922_543104]A.  A petitioner may file a motion to renew an extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to section 2244 or renewed pursuant to this subsection for an additional period of up to one year.  The motion must be accompanied by an affidavit and must be filed not more than 30 days and not less than 14 days before the expiration date of the order.  The motion and affidavit must comply with the requirements of section 2244, subsection 1.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__396f1af3_a4f0_4745_a188][bookmark: _LINE__35_9c4ad351_8639_408c_8d44_055dd4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7e02bc67_ffb7_46df_9430_ff54][bookmark: _PAR__11_27a692cd_4ba0_44e7_9a56_4d75e13][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__443d6252_04cf_437d_89e][bookmark: _LINE__36_b1a125e4_91f5_4820_ab34_603f5e][bookmark: _LINE__37_f040146e_7800_4885_abf8_fbd1c7][bookmark: _LINE__38_9d41f076_c3b0_459e_90ea_927759][bookmark: _LINE__39_15dc79f3_ae1a_4dd4_aa49_7b1f98]B.  The court shall hold a hearing within 14 days after a motion to renew an extreme risk protection order under paragraph A is filed.  Notice of the hearing must be served pursuant to section 2247. The court may extend an extreme risk protection order at the time of expiration, upon motion of the petitioner, for additional time as the court determines necessary to hold a hearing on a motion to renew. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__08be1c9c_c13e_44f8_b406][bookmark: _LINE__40_18435806_d3a6_4fff_8316_87724d][bookmark: _PAR__12_8b232542_10d9_410c_b0b6_5e8df33][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b348074e_b088_4a4b_bdaf_fef0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__759b00d2_943f_4b15_845][bookmark: _LINE__41_5279bfb2_3377_4f35_820a_d5ada5][bookmark: _LINE__42_ebee31c6_4498_4c39_93bd_8d52a1][bookmark: _LINE__43_dfe7f983_6f5a_49b7_ac26_285bbc][bookmark: _LINE__1_db4a06cd_d705_4bcc_8d4b_da6f54a][bookmark: _PAR__1_8436e28c_a929_4716_98bc_c1afe0cb][bookmark: _PAGE__8_a7734a21_64be_4fb5_aeeb_88c6177][bookmark: _LINE__2_345257ae_25b6_460d_813d_cf4a660][bookmark: _LINE__3_0b843be8_c1a3_4002_889a_e2e10f4][bookmark: _LINE__4_ad9eed7e_ec0e_4188_bc0c_32de769]C.  The court may grant relief only after notice to the respondent and an opportunity for a hearing. The court may grant the motion and renew an extreme risk protection order for an additional period of up to one year if it finds by a preponderance of the evidence that the respondent continues to pose a significant danger of causing physical injury to the respondent or to another person by purchasing, possessing or receiving a dangerous weapon or by having or attempting to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon. An order on a motion to renew must comply with the requirements of section 2244, subsection 3.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__94d8e7a0_0308_4861_86b2][bookmark: _LINE__5_c063c806_06db_4fc1_a598_1b5a2f9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b884dc7e_73b6_4675_a152_91c3][bookmark: _PAR__2_72274593_979b_4434_b26b_ec29a711][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0a109635_3152_47b5_828][bookmark: _LINE__6_baa35373_2a07_445b_8c6c_83f4381]D.  The court shall provide forms to a party filing a motion to renew an extreme risk protection order. The form provided by the court must be uniform throughout the State.
[bookmark: _LINE__7_964ba116_e76e_43f1_b35c_b74b387][bookmark: _PAR__3_deb31b03_03b6_42cd_a3f0_17ce48b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__e6941467_3699_4143_9dc2_5ad4][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fe4aacef_5ab2_4e79_82c7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1da179d4_150c_4493_b1]§2247. Service
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7f4d4936_8769_40d8_9837][bookmark: _LINE__8_5eb24f02_513b_4fe6_a312_b3677da][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__dc1b1605_4d02_412e_9f8a_b76][bookmark: _PAR__4_78d72dc4_8007_4ae9_9eb4_caee79e9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8f1c0c56_2d55_4d45_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__01c02322_9973_465c_a7e][bookmark: _LINE__9_a4a8cd41_5695_4f7f_947b_e8ebf28][bookmark: _LINE__10_67941bfb_9560_417f_9675_44bb15][bookmark: _LINE__11_eecbae31_c477_4b90_8583_667f98][bookmark: _LINE__12_2f8b6e6b_62e2_46fa_8a28_f7892b][bookmark: _LINE__13_6998de1e_92bd_4f3b_a3ca_7118bf]1.  Form of service; transmittal.  A petition, emergency extreme risk protection order, extreme risk protection order or notice of a hearing issued pursuant to this chapter must be served by a law enforcement officer in accordance with the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure. A court that issues an order under this chapter shall promptly transmit the order electronically or by other means to a law enforcement agency for service and shall deliver a copy to the appropriate law enforcement agency. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bfb25467_44b3_4c3c_a833][bookmark: _LINE__14_535cbbf7_dcdc_4566_9268_91dcf1][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a0cfac10_a903_4fa9_bfd9_c2e][bookmark: _PAR__5_0a54714b_5a65_4fcb_86ca_4d30d945][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__93e2d27a_ab16_4034_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f1eac6f2_5bd6_4b88_9db][bookmark: _LINE__15_c2b4b5e0_df95_4f6d_a04a_95af5a][bookmark: _LINE__16_68ae1fbf_c94f_40bd_ba1f_8c81aa][bookmark: _LINE__17_a7a703d6_b7ef_482b_a825_dc9afa][bookmark: _LINE__18_b4ca9527_9e3d_4183_b7e0_39bc4e][bookmark: _LINE__19_ccf61f21_070d_40ad_a8c0_211ea0]2.  Service on respondent.  A respondent who attends a hearing held under section 2244, 2245 or 2246 at which an emergency extreme risk protection order or extreme risk protection order is issued and who receives notice from the court at the hearing that the order has been issued is deemed to have been served.  Regardless of whether the court has previously notified the respondent of the order, the court shall transmit the order for service on the respondent by a law enforcement agency.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ee2595fa_e15a_43fb_8b9b][bookmark: _LINE__20_0929cbe3_55fc_4e0e_a911_696b51][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c48e3c50_f1ee_4815_97e4_1d8][bookmark: _PAR__6_3f6a1e11_fd06_4eaa_98d6_01be8194][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__55c6da03_5168_443f_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ab6c832a_923c_4ab5_876][bookmark: _LINE__21_cd15b7f8_c56b_4f8b_9c04_37aea1][bookmark: _LINE__22_37fd9b62_9be0_430c_9b69_38e8d5][bookmark: _LINE__23_34cf5183_a396_452f_b10e_be02a5][bookmark: _LINE__24_53c5384b_c706_413a_929b_15ccde][bookmark: _LINE__25_47fcdd18_935a_43c0_8e04_3678a4][bookmark: _LINE__26_e027ed32_0911_4699_9b04_6f7625][bookmark: _LINE__27_eabc81bb_0ab5_424d_8522_944803][bookmark: _LINE__28_ce82cb7a_9646_42c2_84e0_dcc9dd][bookmark: _LINE__29_fd45f262_c9e3_43e1_aec0_c64151]3.  Performance of service.  A petition, emergency extreme risk protection order, extreme risk protection order or notice of a hearing issued pursuant to this chapter must be served in a manner calculated to ensure the safety of the parties. Law enforcement agencies must have a written policy that prioritizes methods of service that do not involve advance notification of a request for an emergency extreme risk protection order to the respondent. The law enforcement agency shall make a good faith effort to serve process expeditiously. Notice of an emergency extreme risk protection order must be served as soon as practicable, but no later than 24 hours after issuance of the order. The law enforcement officer making service shall file a return of service with the court stating the date, time and place at which the order was delivered personally to the respondent.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4acd1baa_8320_4b43_ace5][bookmark: _LINE__30_d101f52b_3618_4816_8734_a9b713][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3ad83c9f_c898_4999_a5d1_ae4][bookmark: _PAR__7_b58ec15c_4508_4cee_90d9_1ee4e5df][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8e5fabf5_c06f_4f17_b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__02d6cccb_d991_480a_afd][bookmark: _LINE__31_479a1301_2ed5_4bd3_8ed7_3a5524][bookmark: _LINE__32_06651ea7_11f3_403d_99cd_88f44e][bookmark: _LINE__33_c0c58dff_f0b1_48b2_bc90_37271e]4. Service of termination and renewal. A motion to terminate or renew an extreme risk protection order must be served by a law enforcement officer in accordance with the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure. A notice of hearing may be provided in accordance with the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.
[bookmark: _LINE__34_2231b6ec_7304_4a0e_8e2c_5afa2b][bookmark: _PAR__8_31982497_0914_4125_b216_fd7497ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__a7f478a2_371a_4209_8be4_80a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b4dc354b_4577_4196_95ec][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d19b4ddc_8c9b_44d9_bc]§2248. Procedure 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__537e79c6_9cdf_42e1_acc8][bookmark: _LINE__35_d5cca8a7_9601_4584_8131_cd6f72][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ecd2ad89_ef5e_473c_afbb_e10][bookmark: _PAR__9_eb7bec44_fa1d_4c2b_af56_288df25f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7ffbae9f_3e9d_43c9_b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fdf6eb57_6cd0_45be_9e3][bookmark: _LINE__36_637f16f2_1dcc_4b2d_9e0e_e19299]1. Fee.  A fee may not be charged for forms or for filing a petition, motion or other request for relief under this chapter.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__95046f06_5c83_4371_9933][bookmark: _LINE__37_fa347d25_7b03_47fe_ae83_9f6a9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e6ef37da_1df8_4a8e_97a7_b3e][bookmark: _PAR__10_f0331fa7_5359_445e_9a46_7eb89fd][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__dc9e6b87_cacb_4c0c_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1da75015_ac05_4890_b87][bookmark: _LINE__38_398972ef_ea46_4157_8f07_4cf283][bookmark: _LINE__39_9bdfefb0_d5fc_4cc4_9316_c9b2c2][bookmark: _LINE__40_f6338278_c7a6_4c0c_a4ae_de76a5]2. Rules; other actions not barred.  Proceedings commenced under this chapter must be in accordance with the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure. A proceeding under this chapter is in addition to any other available civil or criminal remedies. This chapter may not be construed to be applicable to actions under Title 19-A, chapter 103.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__65c80fa9_2216_4232_a705][bookmark: _LINE__41_a28f53fd_d90b_4803_bb9a_60138b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__04934cf7_6af7_4719_bce9_19b][bookmark: _PAR__11_f3714dcc_6d36_462b_a793_70dd8b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__67cc6e03_92e5_4173_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__24354727_f02d_4e23_9fc][bookmark: _LINE__42_10e73768_9815_45cc_955b_607c28]3. Assistance by law enforcement.  Law enforcement agencies shall assist in carrying out the intent of this chapter.
[bookmark: _LINE__43_43da736e_a58e_48e7_aa0f_a52ddc][bookmark: _PAR__12_f0f4710b_ffa7_44bd_8f63_88624b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__1763f96c_5ddc_4c32_88e4_d064][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8efffdef_46fb_414d_a8ec][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6f4744be_ff3c_4910_85]§2249. Enforcement and entering of orders
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__623cbf0f_85fd_4000_80ac][bookmark: _LINE__1_23664a37_608b_4c7a_b97e_d5e8ec6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__afabd463_3b35_4d8e_83e5_9b0][bookmark: _PAR__1_81967857_d22d_4a8c_8d62_60c56ae1][bookmark: _PAGE__9_c0f22605_79ac_4cf3_a30b_bb3e40c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0a2d1dc2_d80f_4c34_8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__447365ba_c26d_4bd3_b74][bookmark: _LINE__2_7af51eb1_9421_4d8d_a41a_96c6a7d][bookmark: _LINE__3_178e9c84_a1dd_4edf_88ca_f752561][bookmark: _LINE__4_ef27e330_81fe_43a6_b050_c32334c]1.  Law enforcement officers and agencies.  Law enforcement officers are authorized to enforce orders issued pursuant to this chapter. A law enforcement agency shall adopt a written policy on the enforcement of this chapter and the handling of extreme risk protection orders. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__941960a6_858e_4640_a250][bookmark: _LINE__5_dfd4c904_745d_48a7_8176_ef9cc57][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2f9efe07_5ea8_48a8_bb3c_63e][bookmark: _PAR__2_11169bb2_952b_4e69_9366_1ed75f06][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b18b0f8b_afc5_4498_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b144ef51_89de_4929_b96][bookmark: _LINE__6_d44d7a3e_9ecc_4f3b_b319_30ec10d][bookmark: _LINE__7_61e88b30_1e3e_4123_9d4e_12b1453][bookmark: _LINE__8_614b205d_bf3f_47be_8cbc_f92d8ff][bookmark: _LINE__9_adab741b_0d31_4483_b839_616909d]2.  Failure to comply with order.  A person who knowingly violates an extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to section 2244 or renewed pursuant to section 2246 or an emergency extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to section 2245 is subject to sanctions for contempt pursuant to the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 66 and prosecution pursuant to state law, including, but not limited to, Title 15, section 393.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bb3712f0_fcb7_4d57_b084][bookmark: _LINE__10_6705131e_cab8_4009_825d_3fe432][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6077b301_d5e1_4c44_9296_6cc][bookmark: _PAR__3_d8484813_2f28_4db0_bfc9_4a7053d1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__416136af_45df_4c9c_84][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b69766ee_01d2_45ad_b47][bookmark: _LINE__11_8dbe7c42_cc2a_4fb8_8a7c_0c8117][bookmark: _LINE__12_d0812fa7_f8c9_45a3_b3e4_0f7e14][bookmark: _LINE__13_09de5a91_41e4_4925_b06a_abd507][bookmark: _LINE__14_021dd0ec_546f_4df7_bdec_862542][bookmark: _LINE__15_93c4ca17_10d7_49a5_8a31_254d12][bookmark: _LINE__16_868d192e_03bf_4f6d_aff9_9e8470][bookmark: _LINE__17_20916a3f_59fa_475a_b18f_a5080f][bookmark: _LINE__18_dca6e89a_b3aa_45ff_bce4_654c56][bookmark: _LINE__19_983bc376_f76a_474b_95d0_fd7024][bookmark: _LINE__20_d7f0f402_d5ca_4214_9645_cc3664][bookmark: _LINE__21_e38dca9e_054e_4694_9cb2_1dda6b]3.  Notice to State Bureau of Identification; national background check. The court clerk shall forward a copy of an extreme risk protection order or emergency extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to this chapter the same day the order is issued to the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Police, State Bureau of Identification. Upon receipt of the copy of the order, the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Police, State Bureau of Identification shall enter the order into the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Instant Criminal Background Check System, any other federal or state computer-based systems used by law enforcement agencies or others to identify prohibited purchasers of dangerous weapons and any computer-based criminal intelligence information system available in the State used by law enforcement agencies. The order must remain in each system for the duration of time it is in effect, and the law enforcement agency shall promptly remove expired or terminated orders.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0c77d596_ca07_4d4f_8b0f][bookmark: _LINE__22_d552fdd7_7576_490d_a9e7_1b338f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4fb45032_e487_41b7_b53f_6a1][bookmark: _PAR__4_d4dc5c27_ae8d_419d_8007_424f538a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__25e43605_ad78_4605_89][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__66b593c3_a4a8_47bd_b9e][bookmark: _LINE__23_c82da766_92b4_4687_b1be_e85e2d][bookmark: _LINE__24_2efde09a_a7cc_4fb8_a4c8_8c82f9][bookmark: _LINE__25_f3e91cda_11ec_492c_9186_da4021][bookmark: _LINE__26_a14a5412_9147_46c4_a858_b420f9]4. Penalty for submitting false information.  A person who submits materially false information in support of or in opposition to a petition for an extreme risk protection order under this chapter, knowing that material information in the petition or the affidavit is false or that the petition or affidavit is submitted with the intent to harass, is guilty of a Class C crime. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6f98e8bf_d154_4d4b_b3a1][bookmark: _LINE__27_0d2d4397_f7ab_4f67_9d25_ac7bbc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e8e40aa4_0a62_4507_aa23_0db][bookmark: _PAR__5_691195ed_a87c_4ee3_b615_ecc71cf5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__de15209e_b292_4125_b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__541f92bb_c447_427f_ad5][bookmark: _LINE__28_bfc1d6fa_770e_4070_b784_9c662e][bookmark: _LINE__29_7906d87e_ac53_4990_8cab_1d8e96][bookmark: _LINE__30_22ac5725_b0dd_46ca_8211_0e96a0][bookmark: _LINE__31_5e00bceb_019e_439d_a840_a246fd][bookmark: _LINE__32_d06f742b_24a0_432a_a054_7754d3]5. Warrantless arrest. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, an arrest for criminal violation of an order issued pursuant to this chapter may be without warrant upon probable cause whether or not the violation is committed in the presence of a law enforcement officer. The law enforcement officer may verify, if necessary, the existence of the order, including by telephone or radio communication with a law enforcement agency with knowledge of the order.  
[bookmark: _LINE__33_e14343aa_b55a_4ef1_8520_c4cec2][bookmark: _PAR__6_f440fc32_c04e_4a6a_948e_b1b7e08e][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__47390645_5025_4cb3_aab0_797b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dfceeaea_5667_461d_8ce4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4ee77868_9874_43c7_ae]§2250. Relinquishment of dangerous weapon
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b4d0efe4_b177_4c8c_9ae0][bookmark: _LINE__34_7fd0bf52_c150_4285_9979_03f913][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__50ee3939_1140_4445_8570_191][bookmark: _PAR__7_ff3159f1_d9a4_4ee1_837e_65a1a6a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4650da95_2058_49fc_b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4e29915e_6a9c_4e54_bc8][bookmark: _LINE__35_c3be3a48_449a_4fc2_8666_16bfc7][bookmark: _LINE__36_e88c5b66_26ef_47d5_9b54_f28d23][bookmark: _LINE__37_c78a54a8_c817_43c7_9daa_7fea00][bookmark: _LINE__38_46501306_d2f3_4170_9892_ab5fe5][bookmark: _LINE__39_f77901a7_2c9a_4df6_8bac_3bbf4c]1.  Relinquishment by respondent.  A respondent who is required to relinquish a dangerous weapon in the respondent's possession, custody or control under an extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to this chapter, upon service of the order, shall immediately relinquish the dangerous weapon to the law enforcement officer serving the order. A respondent notified by the court at a hearing is required to immediately cooperate with a law enforcement officer to come into compliance with the provisions of the order.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0bb58e58_2e09_43e4_aa93][bookmark: _LINE__40_42f14b66_3582_4954_a4e3_a74e07][bookmark: _PAR__8_d8bf4f1d_389e_4ce9_9730_8864e021][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a3c5972d_eb03_4cc2_aade_57e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__85cbee4a_2529_4c2e_8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__141c632a_d8a8_48dc_a28][bookmark: _LINE__41_c4451f63_41dd_4618_8e9a_356180][bookmark: _LINE__42_8eed3047_77f6_4352_9e83_89ce51][bookmark: _LINE__43_58d05032_a612_4533_b4d2_a750dd][bookmark: _LINE__44_49f11aa7_620a_4d82_8feb_e650a0][bookmark: _LINE__1_9fbb5900_91ee_46f2_8b92_aea7731][bookmark: _PAR__1_a9c4c1b4_5df6_4fdd_a12d_ba870150][bookmark: _PAGE__10_25521b6b_70b1_4002_a6ab_9131cb][bookmark: _LINE__2_a565f9b4_0f0e_4114_b3dc_1fbf95f]2.  Warrant authorizing search and seizure.  If a law enforcement agency demonstrates that there is probable cause to believe that the respondent will not relinquish a dangerous weapon, a court may issue a search warrant authorizing a law enforcement agency to seize any dangerous weapon at any location at the time of the issuance of the extreme risk protection order. A court may also issue a search warrant if a law enforcement agency demonstrates that there is probable cause to believe that any dangerous weapon has not been relinquished by the respondent.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d0314771_1768_4e6b_bccc][bookmark: _LINE__3_a7f5561a_5aa8_4fd3_9030_cc96430][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__481063a2_df0f_4c9a_8236_1d3][bookmark: _PAR__2_465a0e98_b98a_4a7e_a24f_440c8fe7][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2a698845_22fa_45c3_86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__900a7cea_c914_40ac_934][bookmark: _LINE__4_40c292f9_f2f5_4e2c_9ab9_01cb004][bookmark: _LINE__5_ee7e127b_a559_4a7d_86e7_ba80f58]3.  Treatment of seized dangerous weapon.  A law enforcement agency that takes possession of a dangerous weapon shall store the dangerous weapon at the law enforcement agency's facility or a tribal, regional or state public safety facility. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__40f82a5a_3665_4ba1_9efb][bookmark: _LINE__6_0a315165_a5e1_4b58_8198_84e78b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1b15eeba_f5f7_4cf9_889d_ff2][bookmark: _PAR__3_26019938_ddf2_4741_b7a7_37ce84d6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bcf7e13f_6f4c_477c_84][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__785d4188_bb3c_43f6_b82][bookmark: _LINE__7_2cbfa163_30c6_4892_81a1_f07b2e5]4.  Lawful sale of dangerous weapons not affected.  This section may not be construed to prohibit the lawful sale of a dangerous weapon by the lawful owner. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a0d1cd47_6e6b_4fa7_9ae4][bookmark: _LINE__8_bf19a67a_74f7_493a_93d5_0989c7c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4b838e75_538d_4b50_b876_664][bookmark: _PAR__4_f601a7a2_7a09_442a_98a3_a52f431d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4712928b_42d1_4daf_8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e6f9ec39_6ab5_4682_9ac][bookmark: _LINE__9_957a23a7_4658_4b3c_9db3_ac92571][bookmark: _LINE__10_70be1d2b_18b6_4b3a_af0b_7187b4][bookmark: _LINE__11_cd9935a3_0620_493c_82f4_d862c0][bookmark: _LINE__12_bb55f070_d5fb_4891_bcb9_dbad09][bookmark: _LINE__13_ae706717_dd21_4a2f_92db_04118a][bookmark: _LINE__14_e6df9754_e951_48fe_bd1d_39e49f]5.  Release of dangerous weapon within 3 days.  A law enforcement agency may release to the respondent a dangerous weapon relinquished pursuant to an extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to this chapter upon expiration of the extreme risk protection order in effect at the time of the request by the respondent and completion of a background check using the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Instant Criminal Background Check System in a manner consistent with federal law. The dangerous weapon must be returned within 3 business days of the request.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__64b1b95b_4770_49c8_a5c1][bookmark: _LINE__15_609df01b_a846_4433_9ab7_a37a3f][bookmark: _PAR__5_1ff8ef28_b361_4d2d_9f79_bd0a2ea9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f66928fc_7c06_4705_aa9c_0af][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__48612d83_2a33_4238_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1b8dca1c_4979_485d_aa4][bookmark: _LINE__16_b065c568_512f_4f0c_bcf5_29d0be]6.  When return prohibited.  Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c0b11904_b700_4b32_8462][bookmark: _LINE__17_e8db3fe4_046e_4797_b2c0_0c4bd1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__984477a8_2d67_4801_8550_c6dc][bookmark: _PAR__6_b2a80dd3_31d4_4dc3_ad52_1ecd5ea5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2efa9c0e_4bda_4a97_9d5][bookmark: _LINE__18_4c50928c_a616_45d9_a19b_af139e]A.  A dangerous weapon may not be returned to the respondent if the respondent's possession of the dangerous weapon is prohibited by state or federal law; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__456615ee_3a88_4e87_81ae][bookmark: _LINE__19_c12d9a65_6f79_4e37_b062_767599][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0430d14f_aad6_418f_954e_9727][bookmark: _PAR__7_d80ae715_8508_4294_8da0_a9dcbe4e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__72003dff_dd14_4aef_805][bookmark: _LINE__20_1607b1c6_b5a5_4aad_9175_0d8257]B.  A dangerous weapon may not be returned pursuant to this section if the dangerous weapon is evidence in a pending criminal matter.
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[bookmark: _LINE__22_c9672532_1dbf_4d4a_a39e_9c3c48][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9662978e_3096_4d7c_9fcc_2608][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d377666b_d1ff_486d_bca][bookmark: _PAR__9_43e4ecfe_e3d5_4fcc_8cc3_fb88d61d][bookmark: _LINE__23_33f607d8_09e9_4343_b5d7_b6437a]An extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to this chapter is a final order for the purposes of appeal. 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2156ac75_62c9_4104_8c90][bookmark: _LINE__25_df1e342b_56fd_4ac2_a0ad_1ebc24][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__649f613b_9495_4440_a5a9_a66][bookmark: _PAR__11_4153a7b1_51c8_4d4e_9890_55a19cf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__78c7e7fd_2f93_4725_b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fa6176ce_25ad_49a1_acb][bookmark: _LINE__26_a6293357_6f59_4441_8753_eb04b3][bookmark: _LINE__27_3ee407a0_6a11_4030_96bd_a0e6f7][bookmark: _LINE__28_152184fe_beae_4ab0_adb1_88b504][bookmark: _LINE__29_b9f2b4bb_e212_4eac_b904_dd7e15][bookmark: _LINE__30_bcbabcd4_6f87_4417_acea_680398]1. Annual report; submission to Legislature.  The State Court Administrator, acting at the direction of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, shall prepare an annual report on and relating to the application of this chapter by the courts.  By January 1, 2027 and annually thereafter, the State Court Administrator shall prepare and submit the report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over civil rights matters.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2f3d7dfc_a019_4cf6_9b29][bookmark: _LINE__34_eff49264_a932_4bdd_bd7f_e96df7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__46f5e125_ca40_4b14_9276_e7eb][bookmark: _PAR__14_6eddcb8d_a257_4129_8e0c_7ffc00f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__77c05b3f_7359_4303_83d][bookmark: _LINE__35_85267cd8_101f_498f_b80a_ecd008]B. The number of petitions filed that included a request for an emergency extreme risk protection order; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c2d9a4e7_022d_4131_9b7d][bookmark: _LINE__36_28655c1b_fae1_4170_bde9_38258d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__622247cd_a1fa_48ae_b209_a965][bookmark: _PAR__15_d00e031c_89cf_476f_bd8a_cbbb5dc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e9aef702_f59f_437b_b7a]C. The number of extreme risk protection orders issued and the number denied; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ee685f69_68e5_4acf_a8a4][bookmark: _LINE__37_d6b3cfea_9400_431e_bf85_cdba5e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c617ee93_e22f_4f0f_8cea_8e14][bookmark: _PAR__16_b8987407_c962_4b65_bc29_1703376][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__da415532_36f5_418b_936][bookmark: _LINE__38_1bfa0f72_733a_4dbf_a3dd_61800d]D. The number of emergency extreme risk protection orders issued without notice and the number denied; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__558ca15d_da61_4de1_95b2][bookmark: _LINE__39_df0f0382_1b00_486c_a902_d3818c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e6bab8cd_c2e3_4c9c_bbd4_8e7f][bookmark: _PAR__17_99afbd3f_15de_4c5d_b02e_73d2aac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__34c2f81b_9620_40a6_8b9][bookmark: _LINE__40_bbf23a84_cca5_413e_b994_a27f01]E. The number of extreme risk protection orders that have been voluntarily dismissed by the petitioner; 
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__134e3117_5771_4f46_a4e8][bookmark: _LINE__1_ebb8f1f5_f9ba_44bf_b274_d211a06][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f37229f4_860f_4d9d_ac44_0ce1][bookmark: _PAR__1_1d9b7c1e_984a_4631_9d80_9ed8b307][bookmark: _PAGE__11_60384bc8_6e09_43c0_927c_b07736][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a521a8ac_ee25_42e5_990][bookmark: _LINE__2_25b36ad9_591f_42b0_b71a_9485c0b]F. The number of emergency extreme risk protection orders entered without notice that have been voluntarily dismissed by the petitioner;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e2fa2033_1958_4afb_a2fd][bookmark: _LINE__3_bf8a0639_1f67_4671_ac45_927cde7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a4f06413_c0ae_4e22_b8e6_2c42][bookmark: _PAR__2_c9e9c2f9_6616_4d7b_a1b7_04139717][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__59be3b56_35d7_46ac_ac0]G. The number of motions filed to renew an extreme risk protection order;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__317b0c3e_fd32_4424_a9e2][bookmark: _LINE__4_1d71ed69_d5ef_42e6_9316_e20d9f8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__56e861b1_a50d_4c7a_9126_5f00][bookmark: _PAR__3_14f11342_6256_423b_a135_b756741c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a3bb7ed2_b75f_4aef_844]H. The number of extreme risk protection orders that have been renewed; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d3f058c6_619a_4950_a68c][bookmark: _LINE__5_5d7c08a0_9325_4129_921b_dd9629d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a1d58e5b_f070_41ed_b087_fe0e][bookmark: _PAR__4_ce6e24b3_9efe_4369_98c6_8dddb1c9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a34456e1_9c4e_45ee_a0d]I. The number of motions filed to terminate an extreme risk protection order;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__462b862f_941a_4a33_af94][bookmark: _LINE__6_da7aeba5_aaea_442a_b827_055ccb7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b7d38101_2585_46d7_af09_d01e][bookmark: _PAR__5_50fb72d1_dbf0_4070_b7b9_9fd19149][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__721495f0_734b_418c_bec][bookmark: _LINE__7_c412b016_a82e_4bc1_8ae0_c7605a3]J. The number of motions filed to terminate an extreme risk protection order that resulted in termination of an order prior to the original expiration date;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e198d1f6_38f8_4adc_ac0a][bookmark: _LINE__8_a1e77c49_7b65_4da1_a3a4_3c7aac5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__740b4eaa_0066_47e1_8c8a_f0b7][bookmark: _PAR__6_ea172448_253f_41c4_b69a_15adc44f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2b769b97_7fbe_43bd_a27][bookmark: _LINE__9_26eff8c9_a972_4752_b887_5525faa][bookmark: _LINE__10_193b0edc_a0d9_49ee_8f52_0c9017][bookmark: _LINE__11_cf59fb91_72e8_4191_a35d_946f1f][bookmark: _LINE__12_22290e79_e31b_4416_857c_f61c5a]K. To the extent ascertainable from available state court data, the number of respondents subject to an extreme risk protection order who, within 30 days after entry of the order, have been charged with a criminal offense, including the nature of the criminal offense, whether the offense was a violation of the extreme risk protection order and the disposition or status of the offense; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b4545cbd_21f0_4f77_a5ca][bookmark: _LINE__13_94a4c547_e7be_43f1_aaaa_7153d4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3e395d8e_348c_44ff_a5d6_3f58][bookmark: _PAR__7_da4b30dc_ea05_402b_a221_fc345572][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7b3db41c_6ba1_4ff1_852][bookmark: _LINE__14_52dc9424_cf25_4f1d_b654_7157fe]L. Demographic data regarding the individuals who have been petitioners and respondents in actions for extreme risk protection orders.
[bookmark: _LINE__15_00351e22_17e3_4341_9681_772b10][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__72f8a420_e1be][bookmark: _PAR__8_b3d484f2_2f4e_4234_bb70_d409cb1a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__cc16a2a3_d473_4440][bookmark: _LINE__16_fb760f37_7e64_4de9_a01c_b4065e][bookmark: _LINE__17_fc656f48_5bbc_4682_b577_2de3c6][bookmark: _LINE__18_ea6e5d53_f8a2_471d_b7bd_9f241b][bookmark: _LINE__19_e3c281ce_749c_4351_a18b_011d83]Sec. 7. Department of Public Safety to obtain federal funding; report.  By January 1, 2027, the Department of Public Safety shall report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over civil rights matters the status of the state-level process currently under way to obtain federal funding for storing dangerous weapons in the custody of state, county and municipal law enforcement agencies.
[bookmark: _LINE__20_9f342567_3fa6_426c_90b4_66fe4d][bookmark: _PAR__9_2976eca3_4db3_4838_9a59_52d646f6][bookmark: _SUMMARY__16eb2dc8_e02c_4b2f_9e8f_953f31]







SUMMARY
[bookmark: _LINE__21_144e84ec_e6df_43c8_89b9_340928][bookmark: _PAR__10_5e9f05a0_3f68_48b7_b9de_a6978c3][bookmark: _LINE__22_e8b6e5f7_24d8_47eb_adeb_fc6be5][bookmark: _LINE__23_c147d1f2_8706_45f5_a407_ce8f53][bookmark: _LINE__24_8fbdce52_1160_49fc_9ea5_023951][bookmark: _LINE__25_764df487_c91a_4db1_b320_69fe3d][bookmark: _LINE__26_09ae2bee_8d16_4487_8996_fbde8a][bookmark: _LINE__27_f07836c2_4833_4cec_8021_87c999][bookmark: _LINE__28_cece10a7_a75c_44fa_8702_4e2399][bookmark: _LINE__29_9d50fc5f_923b_4577_88ab_701dd7][bookmark: _LINE__30_ab3795d0_93cf_498f_bb1d_2e0ec2][bookmark: _LINE__31_1c4d66f1_6fa8_4ee3_8ad8_979140][bookmark: _LINE__32_5337534e_02fb_4056_aa39_6e7fe3][bookmark: _LINE__33_bb53f6ec_0b3e_4723_aec3_dd1875][bookmark: _LINE__34_b1fdc8e9_fa26_45e9_9a89_a959bf][bookmark: _LINE__35_d8de8c3b_4897_4631_af32_c326f9][bookmark: _LINE__36_322a1ea1_e293_4ea1_9847_edb0b1][bookmark: _LINE__37_78e37006_6a8d_445d_89d9_af72d2][bookmark: _LINE__38_b8e44013_4da9_4f22_9fe0_a1e69c][bookmark: _LINE__39_cdd2e5d5_e4e4_437c_84ca_35fd15][bookmark: _LINE__40_908d7aa6_a7b0_4734_a7fc_0ae372][bookmark: _LINE__41_f3fe6dbc_38a4_4c28_adc1_bbe4f1][bookmark: _LINE__42_5288f441_27c2_45da_9538_bd2237][bookmark: _LINE__1_2611e337_1b22_4c0d_8690_7004d95][bookmark: _PAR__1_6f69ea27_e1b2_442f_ad39_0d555e31][bookmark: _PAGE__12_bacfaf45_a1cc_422f_8e64_cd86e2]This initiated bill enacts the Extreme Risk Protection Order Act.  Under the bill, a petition for an extreme risk protection order, which prohibits the purchase, possession or control of a dangerous weapon, may be sought if a person is suspected of posing a significant danger of causing physical injury to the person or to another person.  A significant danger of causing physical injury to the person or another person is demonstrated by establishing that the person has inflicted or attempted to inflict physical injury on another person; placed another person in reasonable fear of physical injury; by action or inaction, presented a danger to persons in the person's care; or threatened or attempted suicide or has threatened or attempted serious bodily injury. The petition may be filed by a family or household member of the person or by a law enforcement agency or a law enforcement officer and must be supported by an affidavit stating the facts to support the allegations, identifying any dangerous weapons believed to be in the person's possession and stating whether the person is already the subject of an existing protection from harassment or protection from abuse order.  Upon receipt of the petition and affidavit, the District Court is required to schedule a hearing, which must be held within 14 days of the filing of the petition, and provide notice of the hearing to the person who is the subject of the requested extreme risk protection order. Following the hearing, if the court finds by a preponderance of the evidence that the person poses a significant risk of causing physical injury to the person or to another person, the court must issue an order prohibiting, for up to one year, the person from purchasing, possessing or receiving a dangerous weapon, attempting to purchase, possess or receive a dangerous weapon or having custody or control of a dangerous weapon. 

[bookmark: _LINE__2_5d640d03_b3d3_436d_b5a4_feac29a][bookmark: _LINE__3_ea81d869_4c8b_4f60_981a_0f3af8f]The bill allows a court to issue an emergency extreme risk protection order without prior notice to the person who is the subject of the requested order.  A hearing must be scheduled no later than 14 days after the order is issued.
[bookmark: _LINE__4_9fa4cef6_37d5_4230_919f_5b666f4][bookmark: _PAR__2_96032488_568f_4e42_a148_5dfe1ef2][bookmark: _LINE__5_1907a0c5_e910_43b6_bb23_5ebe980][bookmark: _LINE__6_6983e817_c8b2_4a2c_8002_4cb764f][bookmark: _LINE__7_dd7b0841_f780_4a3e_a717_fb9a7c9][bookmark: _LINE__8_34ba972d_6a56_401b_bc05_ab8158e]An extreme risk protection order may be terminated upon the request of the person who is the subject of the order if that person shows by clear and convincing evidence that the person no longer poses a significant danger of causing physical injury to the person or another person.  An extreme risk protection order may be renewed for an additional period of up to one year.
[bookmark: _LINE__9_78b84b7b_0cd4_45eb_9f45_909a60a][bookmark: _PAR__3_a1b195c0_1cba_4197_af1b_30f7e40b][bookmark: _LINE__10_596afae3_bea8_4618_80a4_3c990c][bookmark: _LINE__11_aadc6460_8f43_4892_9b20_6a5d82]A person who is the subject of an extreme risk protection order must immediately surrender all dangerous weapons in that person's possession, custody or control to a law enforcement agency.
[bookmark: _LINE__12_e8c37c25_6c92_4b95_b053_f09dfe][bookmark: _PAR__4_e810d75b_fa2d_46bc_bb2b_c29129f9][bookmark: _LINE__13_946c5302_c12a_4ec3_92ac_449325][bookmark: _LINE__14_bd0db725_dbac_472c_b45e_15f547][bookmark: _LINE__15_af4cfbd9_0e86_4341_bd4e_9abfad][bookmark: _LINE__16_2c3c8daf_ae66_40f8_85a1_3b721f]The bill directs the State Court Administrator to report annually regarding data related to this legislation. It also directs the Department of Public Safety to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over civil rights matters on the status of obtaining federal funding related to storing dangerous weapons in the custody of law enforcement agencies.
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           Intent and Content
Prepared by the Office of the Attorney General 
Question 2:  Citizen Initiative
This citizen-initiated bill is intended to establish a process by which law enforcement and certain family and household members can ask a court to issue an “extreme risk protection order” temporarily prohibiting a person (the “respondent”) from having dangerous weapons.
Who can petition a court.  The proposed law would allow the following persons to ask for an extreme risk protection order:
· state, county, tribal, municipal, or University of Maine System law enforcement agencies;
· law enforcement officers other than federal law enforcement officers; 
· the respondent’s current or former spouse or domestic partner;
· a parent of the respondent’s child;
· the respondent’s adult child or sibling;
· the respondent’s parent;
· an individual presently or formerly living with the respondent as a spouse; or,
· an adult presently living with the respondent.  
Required showing.  Under the proposed law, someone petitioning the court for an extreme risk protection order would need to allege that the respondent poses a significant danger of causing physical injury to themself or another person by having or attempting to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon.  The petitioner would need to submit one or more sworn statements containing certain information supporting their allegations.  A significant danger could be shown by establishing that (a) the respondent has inflicted or attempted to inflict physical injury on another person, (b) the respondent has placed another person in reasonable fear of physical injury by their threats or actions, (c) the respondent has presented a danger to another person in the respondent’s care by their actions or inactions, or (d) the respondent has threatened or attempted suicide or has threatened or attempted to cause themself serious bodily injury.
Rights of the parties.  The respondent would have the right to be notified of the petition and the opportunity for a hearing, to be held within 14 days after the petition is filed.  The respondent would have the right to be represented by counsel at the hearing.  The court could, in its discretion, appoint counsel for an indigent party at no cost to the party.  

Issuance of the order.  To issue an extreme risk protection order, the court would have to find by a preponderance of evidence that the respondent poses a significant danger of causing physical injury to themself or another person by having or attempting to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon.  The order would prohibit the respondent from purchasing, possessing or receiving a dangerous weapon or having or attempting to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon for up to one year.  The court’s order must be in writing and contain certain information, including the grounds for the order and a description of how to appeal or request termination of the order.
Early termination of order.  The proposed law sets forth procedures for the respondent to request termination of an extreme risk protection order after it is issued.  To terminate an order, the court would need to find by clear and convincing evidence that the respondent no longer poses the required significant danger.
Renewal of order.  The proposed law sets forth procedures for a petitioner to seek renewal of an expiring extreme risk protection order for an additional period of up to one year.  The court must hold a hearing and, to renew the order, must find by a preponderance of evidence that the respondent continues to pose the required significant danger.  Orders would be renewable multiple times.
Emergency orders.  The proposed law also sets forth a procedure by which a petitioner could request an “emergency” extreme risk protection order without notice to the respondent.  The court could issue such an order if the petition and accompanying affidavits presented good cause that the respondent poses an “immediate and significant” danger of causing physical injury to themself or to another person by purchasing, possessing or receiving a dangerous weapon or by having or attempting to have custody or control of a dangerous weapon.  Upon issuing such an emergency order, the court must notify the respondent and schedule a hearing within 14 days to determine if a standard extreme risk protection order should be issued.  The emergency order would remain in effect for up to 14 days unless the court extends it in connection with a continuance of the final hearing.
A “YES” vote is to enact the initiated legislation.
A “NO” vote opposes the initiated legislation.












			
Fiscal Impact Statement
Prepared by the Office of Fiscal and Program Review

This citizen initiative requires a District Court to schedule a hearing within 14 days of the filing of a petition for an extreme protection order. If the court finds that a person poses a significant risk of causing physical injury to the person or to another person, the court must issue an order prohibiting, for up to one year, the person from purchasing, possessing or receiving a dangerous weapon, attempting to purchase, possess or receive a dangerous weapon or having custody or control of a dangerous weapon. The initiative allows the court to terminate the order if the person who is subject to the order can show clear and convincing evidence that the person is no longer a threat. The Administrative Office of the Courts has indicated that the Maine Judicial Branch will require annual General Fund appropriations of approximately $1,126,000 to establish 2 Judge positions, 2 Marshal positions and 2 Assistant Clerk positions to handle the increased workload expected to be generated by the extreme risk protection order process. Additional one-time General Fund appropriations of approximately $76,000 are also anticipated to be required for significant system programming updates and for temporary contracted staffing to manage the additional filings prior to electronic implementation of the process.
There may be additional costs to state, county, tribal, municipal or University of Maine System law enforcement agencies for the collection and storage of firearms. The Department of Public Safety is tasked with reporting to the Legislature by January 1, 2027 on the status of state-level efforts to obtain federal funding for such storage. The probability of obtaining funding cannot be determined at this time.
The State has an existing program to provide counsel to represent indigent individuals. Whether this citizen initiative will generate enough additional requests for state-sponsored counsel to require additional appropriations will not be known until the initiative has been enacted into law long enough to obtain experience.


Public Comments

Public Comment in Support of Question 2

Comment submitted by:
Nacole Palmer
Safe Schools, Safe Communities
PO Box 92
Portland, ME 04112

When a person is in crisis and threatening to harm themselves or others, they often exhibit clear warning signs that family members are the first to see. But Maine’s current law gives families no way to take action.

In the case of Lewiston, this gap in our current law failed us terribly. The gunman’s family knew he posed a threat and repeatedly asked the police for help, but the law gave the family no way to take action. Later, a state investigation reported that our laws were too burdensome and weak to prevent this tragedy or tragedies like it.

Extreme Risk Protection Orders empower families to go directly to a court and temporarily prevent someone, who a court deems dangerous, from accessing deadly weapons. In the case of Lewiston, had this measure been in place, perhaps one of the many warnings about the would-be shooter would have resulted in action and the tragedy could have been prevented.

But we can help prevent future tragedies and save lives by voting ‘YES’ on Question 2 to pass an Extreme Risk Protection Order law. In 2021 firearms became the leading cause of death for American children and teens. Other states have used these laws to disarm people who threatened mass shootings, including school shootings. These laws are also effective in preventing suicides, which make up nearly 90 percent of all gun deaths in Maine.

Maine has a deep tradition of hunting, sport shooting, and gun rights, and we believe that with rights come responsibilities like keeping firearms out of dangerous hands. People experiencing a mental health crisis need help, not easy access to guns, and this measure allows families to step in when a loved one is in crisis. Vote ‘YES’ on Question 2 to keep our families, schools, and communities safe.
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The printing of this public comment does not constitute an endorsement by the State of Maine,
nor does the State warrant the accuracy or truth of any statements made in the public comment





